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The Record speaks for itself: 


1914 Silver Ghost, restored/rebodied VM.G. 1992 
Overall Winner, Federal Rally 1998 

1939 Bentley 4'/1 Litre, restored VM.G. 1991 

Overall Winner, Federal Rally 1999 

1936 Bentley 4'/s Litre, restored VM.G. 2000 

Best Restoration, Federal Rally 2000 

Best Bentley, Federal Rally 2000 

Overall Winner, Best Restoration and Age & Authenticity, 
N.S.W. Branch Concours 2000 

Best Derby Bentley and Masters Class winner, Federal 


Rally 2001 . 
® 


The ultimate end of restoration project should be the Judges’ approval and the 
beginning of many years of reliable and enjoyable motoring 


For Show-ers and Go-ers, only at the Ultimate Repair Shop 
MAX HOUSTON’S 


Vintage #lotor Garage 


BODY WORKS Visit our website: 


Central Mangrove, N.S.W. vintagemotorgarage.com 
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Protecting your Investment in Rolls-Royce and Bentley. 


Telephone: 02 4373 1277 


Facsimile: 02 4373 1020 


w Customer Care TécTinical Expertise Showroom ( 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley owners deserve and expect only the highest level of professionalism and 
expertise to be involved with the repair, maintenance and presentation of these famous motor cars. 


At Paradise Garage, we give our customers as much attention as their cars. We listen, when we 
deliver the car to our customer we explain what was wrong and how we fixed the problem. 
We have the credentials and the commitment to support owners and their cars. 


“The owners know us, they know they can rely on us.” 


Call Warrick or Paul to discuss routine maintenance, major overhaul, buying or selling, 
or advice on any aspect of Rolls-Royce and Bentley ownership. 


Messrs Appleby and Booth at Paradise Garage 
Heaven for Cars - Salvation for Car Owners 
25 Dunning Avenue, Rosebery, NSW, 2018 
Tel: 02 9313 7866 Fax: 02 9663 2105 www.paradisegarage.com.au DL: 13746 
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REGULAR FEATURES 

Editorial 

From the Federal President 
News from the Registers 
Market Place 


ARTICLES 
2001 Spare Parts and Inter-Clubs Meetings 
Neil McLean and Fred Haughtey report on 
these annual Meetings in the U.K. 


2001 R.R.E.C. Concours and Rally 
Federal Treasurer Bryan Inder visited 
the U.K. for this great event 


Before the ‘Blower’ Bentleys: 
a supercharged Rolls-Royce 
Tom Clarke, in the ‘Glimpses into the Past’ 
series, looks at the history and background 
of a supercharged Phantom I which later 
found its way to Australia 


Experimental Phantom comes to light 
Mick Rust reports on an important Experi- 
mental car auctioned recently in the U.K. 


A Family Ghost Story 
Denis Deasey travelled to Switzerland to 
buy his great-grandfather’s Silver Ghost 


A Career in the Coachbuilding Trade 
Part 11 of Richard Mann’s series tracing his 
career at Mulliner Park Ward 


2004 Centennial World Tour in Australia 
News from Robin Hickman on this great event 


Front Cover Photo: 


122EU was delivered new in London to Victoria Branch member Denis Deasey’s great-grandfather. Denis 
was recently fortunate enough to have been able to purchase the 1925 Silver Ghost, in Switzerland, there- 
by returning it to the original owning family! This atmospheric photograph was shot in evocative 
black-and-white by Amanda Henderson (Vic.) outside the 19th Century house ‘Barwon Fark’ during a 
Victoria Branch outing to Victoria’s Western District soon after | 22EU's arrival in Australia earlier this year. 


Most authentic? 


A.C.T. Branch stalwart Stephen Brown 
recently sent me a cutting from the 
London Daily Express, dealing with the 
continuing saga of the Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley marques and the strange and un- 
expected outcomes of the 1998 sale. 

A Rolls-Royce owner, Peter de Savary, 
was quoted as offering the opinion that 
the future owner (of the Rolls-Royce car 
badge) won’t be up to the task. “Those 
who love these cars don’t see any thrill in it 
being a sister to all those other German cars. 
It loses its character, its appeal, when it is no 
longer a great British product”. Not sur- 
prisingly, BMW reacted quickly to this 
view: “These people are not getting the 
message we have tried hard to put over,” 
said BMW’s Fred Fruth. 

Mr Fruth was further quoted as claim- 
ing “nothing has changed except having a 
parent with technical resources Rolls-Royce 
lacked for years. It cost us £40 million to win 
the right to the badge and it would have 
been cheaper to make the whole thing else- 
where, but we thought it vital that Rolls (sic) 
should remain a British icon. That’s why we 
set up an office near Hyde Park to provide 
the right environment for the British designer 
who has created the new RROI, and why we 
are building the factory at Goodwood. 
Dealers tell us the new model is the most 
authentic Rolls (sic) they have seen for years”. 

lf BMW means to imply that it is the 
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Lloyd Missen (N.S.W,) sent this excellent shot of the happy group of members who were fortunate enough 


to have travelled to this year’s Federal Rally in Mount Gambier by means of the ‘Apostles Overlander’. 


“parent” company of Rolls-Royce Motor 
Cars Ltd, this is certainly not the case, 
having been unsuccessful in its bid for 
ownership of the Company, and having 
only acquired (through a deal with Rolls- 
Royce Plc, the aero engine company) the 
future rights to the Rolls-Royce name 
and badge for motor car purposes, 
effective from January Ist, 2003. 

If anybody has missed the point it 
would appear to be BMW, and not estab- 
lished Rolls-Royce customers. As the 
Express put it, BMW “sets great store by 
the posh British locations established for the 
creation of 2/st century Rolls-Royces”. The 


Eric Rainsford (5.A.) sent these shots taken in the mid 1990s at Le Canadel, in the south of France, showing 
his 1912 Silver Ghost (1853E), now owned by Peter Tamblyn (SA.), outside Royce’s winter home ‘Villa 


Mimosa’, and the signs erected by the local council in honour of Royce’s connection with the area. 


Fe pie 


suggestion that a car wholly designed and 
built by BMW could somehow be a more 
authentic Rolls-Royce car than those de- 
signed and built by Rolls-Royce, simply by 
virtue of having BMW offices and final 
assembly plants in “posh British loca- 
tions”, beggars belief! Does employing 
car stylists, of whatever nationality, with 
views over Hyde Park, somehow change 
the fact that the mechanical and technical 
design heritage of the car is pure BMW? 
Does it provide so much as a single link 
to connect this future BMW “Rolls- 
Royce” to genuine Rolls-Royce cars? 
Apart from final assembly and crafting of 
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PRAECLARUM articles 


Once again, our last issue of 
PRAECLARUM did not disappoint and 
I for one am hoping that Bob Roberts 
will bring his 20/25 Sportsman's 
coupé GLB27 to the Coffs Harbour 
Federal Rally next year (May 2nd-6th) 
for us all to see. Congratulations, Bob. 
After reading Part Two of David & 
Marilyn Forward's excellent article on 
the restoration of their Springfield 
Silver Ghost 353LF, many who did not 
have the pleasure of seeing this fine 
car at Mount Gambier will be seeking 
its presence at Coffs Harbour. I am 
sure that the dedication and enthus- 
iasm shown by David & Marilyn 
inspires us all. Congratulations to all 
of you and thank you for your inter- 
esting articles. 


the interiors, it will be a German product 
— no bad thing in itself, providing you're 
not pretending that it’s British by imply- 
ing that things such as the stitching of 
Connolly hides and polishing of walnut 
veneers are the things that define a Rolls- 
Royce car! To do so only demeans the 
most famous name in engineering history. 

As for the astonishing suggestion that 
“nothing has changed’, make no mistake 
— everything has changed. 


The Chief Executive calls 


Just before this edition went to press 
your Editor received a very kind and 
courteous telephone call from Mr Tony 
Gott, Chief Executive of Rolls-Royce & 
Bentley Motor Cars Ltd, Crewe. 

Mr Gott, a Crewe man to the core, 
was appointed Chief Executive following 


Club History 


The announcement in our last 
issue, page 3757, under the above 
heading, was contributed by Diana 
Jones (Vic.). whose name was 
inadvertently omitted. The Federal 
Council gave David Vann and 


Diana Jones the go-ahead to pro- 
ceed with this important project. 
The Editor apologises to Diana 
for the omission. To reiterate, the 
contact person for the project is: 
David Neely, 02-9747-2973 
Email: dneely@comcen.com.au 
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FROM the FEDERAL PRESIDENT 


Club motor car eligibility 


Throughout the Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley movement world-wide, and in 
fact at Rolls-Royce & Bentley Motor 
Cars Ltd in Crewe, we have all hoped 
for a miracle (perhaps logic would be 
more accurate) to prevail and that our 
two famous marques would remain 
united. In the past twelve months, 
however, it has proved an impossible 
hope and we must now address the 
future more seriously. We must con- 
sider, at the next Federal Council 
Meeting in Coffs Harbour, the ap- 
proach we are to take to the eligibility 
of future motor cars bearing the name 
Rolls-Royce, because before the Meet- 
ing after that, in 2003, Branches 
could be faced with membership 
applications from owners of such 


the departure of Graham Morris, who 
resigned after the announcement of the 
deal taking the future rights to the Rolls- 
Royce marque away from Rolls-Royce 
Motor Cars Ltd in favour of BMW. 
Amongst other issues, he touched on his 
own views of that tragic event as well as 
explaining how his company had learnt to 
live with it and was dealing with it to 
achieve the best possible outcomes for 
future Bentley cars, Rolls-Royce heritage 
and spare parts supply for all models of 


cars. Before the Meeting we hope to 
inform all Delegates of the status of 
our existing agreements with the com- 
panies and the interpretation of 
“successors” in the car eligibility 
clauses of the Deed Constituting the 
Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club _— of 
Australia. 


In these times of change we are 


Continued next page (=> 


both marques built by the Company. 


‘Mrs Bradley’ Phantom 


Several members telephoned while 
the ‘Mrs Bradley Mysteries’ series was 
screening on the ABC to enquire about 
the identity of the handsome vintage 
Rolls-Royce that co-starred with Diana 
Rigg. For the benefit of others who are 
interested, it is 60LF, a 1927 Phantom | 
Windovers limousine. 

Martin Bennett 


Your Editor's Bentley $1 James Young saloon (B488AN) after arriving home from Melbourne by trailer. Our 
Club Register Chassis Plate shows the year of manufacture as 1955, which is true in the sense that the 
chassis is of late-1955 build. However, as was often the case with coachbuilt cars, the James Young coach- 
work took a further six months to build, the completed car not being delivered to its owner Sir Ivan Stedeford 
until May 1956. The replacement engine block, purchased from Jeff Priddle (Qld), will soon be installed 
and the refurbished interior woodwork refitted. Those undersized radial-ply tyres will have to go, too! 


eee re 


constantly hearing that we must ac- 
cept it and get on with life. So be it, 
but nothing can change the heritage 
of the Company and the Club and that 
word, heritage, will I am sure feature 
prominently in our future. 


History of the Club 


Some encouraging news is the ac- 
ceptance by David Neely of the invita- 
tion by the Sir Henry Royce 
Foundation to coordinate/edit the 
History of the Club to date. David will 
be visiting each Branch to gather ad- 
ditional background, etc., and any 
anecdotes or highlights of member- 
ship involvement will help to give the 
History that personal touch. How for- 
tunate we are that the Foundation is 
not only prepared to fund the produc- 
tion of the History but also has, of 
course, the repository for the History 
to be kept safely for the future. On be- 
half of the Club I have thanked the 
Foundation, and I would acknowledge 
the efforts of Diana Jones who con- 
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ceived the idea some three years ago 
and whose persistence is now having 
results. 


2002 Federal Rally 


Tony Ward and his Committee have 
plans well in hand for next year's 
Federal Rally and hope to have a Rally 
registration form circulated around 
the end of this year, so now is the time 
to plan to keep those dates free for the 
biggest and most important event in 
our Club calendar. 

On a recent trip to Townsville I 
called in to see Serge & Berice Morelli 
and was impressed with the progress 
in the restoration of their Silver Ghost, 
52LK, since my last visit. Serge 
assures me that we will have the 
pleasure of seeing the car at Coffs 
Harbour. 

I know of quite a few other cars that 
will be making their first Federal Rally 
appearance at Coffs Harbour, includ- 
ing my own recently acquired 
Australian-delivered 1980 Camargue, 


PRA-CLARVM 


JRH50562. So if you have been think- 
ing that you've ‘seen ’em all’, Coffs 
Harbour in 2002 could be very inter- 
esting. 

At least one Register will be run- 
ning Technical Sessions at the Rally, 
which will provide valuable inform- 
ation for all of us on some general 
topics so should not be missed. You 
don’t have to own a particular model 
to participate. 


2004 World Rally 


Planning for the 2004 World Rally, 
the Australian leg of which wil include 
our Club’s Federal Rally in Victoria, is 
progressing well with the original ant- 
icipated participation target for all or 
part of the event being increased sub- 
stantially and professional organisers 
having been engaged. 

Robin Hickman advises that fur- 
ther details will shortly be available. 


Happy motoring, 
Fred Haughtey 


The 2001 Spare Parts and Inter-Clubs Meetings 


at The Hunt House, Paulerspury, Northamptonshire, Tuesday, July 3rd 


By Neil McLean (W.A.) and Fred Haughtey (Federal President) 


Introduction 


The Hunt House, headquarters of 
the Sir Memorial 
Foundation situated in the village of 
Paulerspury, Northamptonshire, is ex- 


Henry Royce 


tremely impressive and much more 
comprehensive than I had imagined. I 
should mention, for the benefit of 
more recent members, that our Club 
in Australia contributed to the initial 
establishment of the Foundation in 
the U.K., and I must particularly men- 
tion the active contribution made by 
the late Bruce Ross who was at the 
time President of the New South Wales 
Branch of our Club. I am sure that 
everyone involved must be very satis- 
fied with the results to date. As we 
know, only houses the 
Foundation but is also headquarters 
of the Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ Club 
and is the envy of every car club which 


it not 


visits. 
The Spare Parts and Inter-Clubs 


Meetings are held in the very atmos- 
pheric setting of the Hunt House on 
an annual basis, and Neil McLean and 
myself represented our Club at both 
Meetings this year. As in the past, 
they were chaired by different Rolls- 
Royce & Bentley Motor Cars Ltd 
people. Neil will deal with the Spare 
Parts Meeting and I will tell you about 
the Inter-Clubs. 

Fred Haughtey 


Spare Parts Meeting 


The Spare Parts Meeting was 
chaired for the first time by Geoff 
Dowding. Bearing in mind the conti- 
nuity of personnel from Crewe in pre- 
vious years I think we were viewed 
with a certain amount of apprehen- 
sion by the ‘new kid on the block’ as 
the Meeting started. However, we soon 
settled into an overview and a ques- 
tion and answer session with Geoff. 
These, I believe, will settle the ques- 
tions we have been asking regarding 


Rolls-Royce spare parts being sup- 
plied by Bentley Motor Cars Ltd (as 
the Company will be called after the 
end of next year). 

As most members would be aware, 
for many years Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley cars were, in effect, ‘badge- 
engineered’ cars with very few compo- 
nents being Rolls-Royce-specific as 
opposed to being shared with an 
equivalent Bentley model. Therefore, 
any part which is compatible with 
both marques will continue to be 
available from Bentley Motor Cars Ltd 
without a problem. In a recent tele- 
phone conversation with Geoff he was 
able to confirm that Rolls-Royce- 
specific parts for older (pre-1996) 
models will also be available from 
Bentley subject to resolution of any 
trademark usage issues, which have 
not yet been finalised. The continued 
supply of parts from Crewe for the 
current range of cars is also assured. 

The manufacture of parts, despite 
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what was reported after last year’s 
Meeting, will now be sub-contracted to 
outside suppliers to a greater extent 
than in-house manufacture. The 
Service Exchange scheme is being car- 
ried out at Crewe with great success, 
so if you need a ‘new’ factory recondi- 
tioned engine please speak to your 
local Rolls-Royce & Bentley agent as I 
think you will be in for a pleasant sur- 
prise. The range of products available 
as a Service Exchange unit is contin- 
uing to expand, so it is worthwhile 
keeping in touch with your parts sup- 
plier to see if that very expensive part 
is on the Service Exchange list. 

The perpetual question of a spare 
part costing a second mortgage came 
up yet again. The fact that a genuine 
part from Rolls-Royce costs £67 while 
an alternative part that ‘does the job’ 
costs $2.65 in Australia (i.e. less than 
&1) came as something of a surprise, 
particularly as it is very difficult to tell 
the difference! This prompted Julian 
Jenkins, also of Rolls-Royce & Bentley 
Motor Cars Ltd, to ask if we could let 
the Company know exactly which 
parts were believed to be too expen- 
sive. If you know of a spare part which 
is ridiculously expensive please let me 
know on 08-9250-1400 and I will for- 
ward details to Crewe on a monthly 
basis. Please bear in mind that the 
near-worthlessness of our Australian 
“dollar” does make a huge difference 
in what you end up paying. 

Jack Barclay Ltd were once again 
well represented at the Meeting. Ricky 
Cooper and Terry Lupton are very 
keen to assist in any way they can. 
Being the only official pre-1955 spare 
parts dealer they have vast stocks of 
most hard-to-find items. They report- 
ed that sales to Australia have picked 
up, so it is worth repeating their tele- 
phone number: +44-171-738-8333. 
Ask for Ricky or Terry and have your 
model and chassis number ready. Ask 
if there are any special deals going, as 
there often are. I believe that as Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley owners we are very 
fortunate indeed to have such a vast 
stock of spares available to us, to fit 
vehicles dating back to the very early 
days of Rolls-Royce Ltd, particularly 
when one bears in mind how few such 
cars were produced in the overall con- 
text of the history of the motor car. 

The Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
Specialists Association was again 
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dé 


& ; 7 = ~ 
ll Barker torpedo (1 35GY). Owner. G. Fisken. 


Both photographs this page by Federal President Fred Haughtey. 


credited with providing an excellent 
supply of parts that are no longer 
available from Crewe, and owners 
have benefited considerably from this. 
I look forward to hearing from you 
on parts costings and hope that to- 
gether we can bring the cost of owning 
these magnificent motor cars into a 

more affordable bracket. 
Neil McLean 


Inter-Clubs Meeting 


The Inter-Clubs Meeting was 
chaired by Bill Slater of Rolls-Royce & 
Bentley Motor Cars Ltd. Those in 
attendance included: Frank Shaw 
(Chairman of Trustees of the Sir 
Henry Royce Memorial Foundation 
and who was a Rolls-Royce apprentice 
and met R as a boy); Eri Heilijgers and 
Peter Baines (Chairman and General 
Secretary, R.R.E.C.); Geoff Dowding 
and Julian Jenkins (Rolls-Royce & 
Bentley Motor Cars Ltd); Bill Medcalf 
and Simon Towle (Bentley Drivers’ 


Club); John Kennedy (20-Ghost Club); 
Adrian West (R.R.O.C. Inc. of 
America); as well as Neil McLean and 
myself representing our Club. 
Unfortunately R.R.E.C. President Eric 
Barrass was unable to attend due to 
the ill health of his wife, Grace. 

The Meeting commenced with Geoff 
Dowding summarising the Spare 
Parts Meeting. It was interesting to 
learn that last year sales of new cars 
were up 30% overall, with Bentley up 
38% and Rolls-Royce up 15%. 
However, this year sales have in- 
creased 3% with Rolls-Royce sales 
being down by 18%. The Bentley 
Arnage Red Label accounted for 1,000 
of the 1,800 cars sold. 

Bill Slater mentioned that the ‘last 
of series’ Silver Seraph had been 
announced and the last Rolls-Royce 
cars will start construction at Crewe 
in the middle of next year. 

Bodies for the Mid Size Bentley 
(MSB) will be made and painted in 


Continued page 3796 


Derby Bentleys at the RRE.C. Rally. The three 4!/, Litres nearest the camera are, from right: 1936 Hy. 
Mulliner saloon (B37HM); 1937 Vanden Plas drophead coupé (B47fY); 1937 H,. Mulliner saloon (B9Y). 
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Above: the Australian group photograph, as traditionally taken each year at the RRE.C. Annual Rally. Above right One too many badges, perhaps? 


2001 R.R-E.C. Annual Concours and Rally 


Towcester Racecourse, Northamptonshire, June 29th - July Ist 


By Bryan Inder (Federal Treasurer) 


Written on a Rolls-Royce-powered Qantas 
Jet, London to Sydney, July 6th, 200! 


It was a great pity that the Rolls- 
Royce Club Annual 
Concours and Rally at Towcester 
Racecourse and the Bentley Drivers’ 
Club Summer Rally and Concours at 
Nuneaton were on the same weekend, 
but this did not stop four intrepid 
Australian visitors from attending 
both. On Friday 29th June 2001 
Bryan Inder & Michele Bussell and 
Peter & Beverly Moran left from 
Ruthin, (their home in North Wales for 
the next two years), for Northampton. 

That evening, together with other 
Australians and local members, we 
attended the Banhams & Brooks auc- 
tion preview and reception. There 


Enthusiasts’ 


were many nice cars to be auctioned 
but because the auction house had 
moved, and consequently had little 
storage area, the auto-memorabilia 
items were very limited. The most in- 
teresting car was the 1923 40/50 h.p. 
46PK, originally the Experimental 
Department development car for the 


‘New Phantom’ and Sir Henry Royce’s 
personal car. The engine was the over- 
head valve unit developed for the New 
Phantom and code-named ‘Seagull’. 
The vehicle looked like it had come 
straight out of a chicken shed! 
Actually it had been in storage for 56 
years in a Cornish boathouse. The 
body appeared to be a hand built but 
not completed shooting brake. It must 
have appealed to somebody as the 
next day at auction it sold for 
£110,000. 

Saturday morning proved a gold- 
mine for Bryan and Peter as the trade 
stalls and Club Shop were full of 
mind-boggling parts, accessories and 
memorabilia. At noon we picked up 
Michele and Beverly who had had a 
successful morning shopping and 
headed sixty miles up the M1 and M6 
to Nuneaton. Here we easily found 
Arbury Hall, the site of the Bentley 
Drivers’ Club Concours, but in the 
large grounds and following a Bentley 
3 Litre we became lost. Following 
instructions from a farm-hand motor 
cyclist we turned around on the grass 


off the single bitumen road. A four- 
wheel drive vehicle then appeared 
with the head gardener (you could tell 
he was the head gardener by the straw 
on the back of his jumper) and he said 
“Lord Davenport would go crackers if 
he saw you (turning) on his grass.” 
Around the next corner we found 380 
Bentleys on his grass. We enjoyed see~ 
ing the parade of Concours-winning 
Bentleys, the Club and Company 
trade displays and shop. The third- 
placed 2001 Le Mans Bentley and 
trophy was also on display. An inspec- 
tion was made of the lovely Arbury 
Hall, with high internal fan vaulted 
ceilings like Westminster Abbey — an- 
other highlight of the afternoon. 

A fast drive back to the Moat House 
Hotel for the R.R.E.C. Annual Dinner 
followed. The Dinner proved enjoyable 
with good food, enjoyable table com- 
panions, good dance music and inter- 
esting speeches. Our _ Federal 
President Fred Haughty was acknowl- 
edged. During the speeches I detected 
a serious rift developing between 
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd and BMW. 
A director of the current company, 
now controlled by VW, said they would 
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be happy to attend future events of 
the Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ Club if 
asked. That is, they will look after all 
things Bentley, leaving the BMW 
Group to look after the Rolls-Royce 
Enthusiasts’ Club and Rolls-Royce. 

Sunday July lst 2001 dawned a 
beautifully bright sunny day and it 
was difficult to know where to start. 
Again the boys had a field day at the 
trade stalls, the company stand 
(where accumulations of old 
brochures were sold for a charity don- 
ation), the book shops, the Club Shop 
— every conceivable item you could 
wish for was for sale. 

On the brothers Paul & Andrew 
Wood’s stand was the ex-George 
Green (black) and Jim Weir (yellow), 
Silver Ghost, chassis 1958, now a 
lovely dark grey after a magnificent 
restoration. When started it ran 
silently as one would expect. Also on 
the P. & A. Wood stand was another 
ex-Australian Silver Ghost (1884) for 
sale at the much reduced price of 
£350,000, down from £760,000. 

Must move along as I had not yet 
set eyes on any of the estimated 1,700 
to 2,000 Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
members’ cars and Concours entries. 
A good place to start would be the 
Silver Ghost section. Yes AX-201 The 
Silver Ghost was there but we had al- 
ready sat in her at the factory two 
weeks before. Let’s start with Graham 
Mead’s newly acquired 1907 Roi des 
Belges or Adrian Garrett’s White Ghost 
or any of the other 27 Silver Ghosts. 

Next the 20 h.p. section — but wait, 
it was 12.00 noon and time for the 
Australian Members’ group photo- 
graph (they called us the “Australian 
Section”!). And there was no American 
group photograph. Now back to the 
cars and field after field of cars to 
view. We can confirm that the largest 
group of cars was the Silver Shadow 
class. We walked though this group 
looking for my next dream car — a 
Corniche Convertible. 

All too soon it was time for us to 
drive half way across England and 
head for home. It was interesting to 
note that there was no ‘goodie bag’, 
and no registration fee. However there 
is a Sunday parking fee and at the 
gate we received a heavily subsidised 
Souvenir Programme. of 


Photographs from the Author 
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Koi Se 


The new Comiche, arguably the last authentic Rolls-Royce car and certainly powered by the last authentic Rolls- 
Royce engine — the 6.75 litre V-8 with light-pressure turbocharging — displayed by Rolls-Royce Direct. 


Above & right: 1912 Silver Ghost chassis 1958. Like 
1884 seen in P4-01, p.3756, this is an ‘underslung’ 
London-Edinburgh car, ex-Australia, and magnificently 
restored and proudly displayed by P & A. Wood. 


Below: Margaret Wiggins’ 1939 Bentley Mk V 
(B30AW) with very elegant H,. Mulliner coachwork. 
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GLIMPSES into the PAST — I5 


Capt. Kruse’s 1925 Phantom | 3!HC Barker torpedo as finally completed by Villiers in 1928, with the supercharger fitted on the side and the body modified to 
accommodate it. 


Before the Blower Bentleys: 
a supercharged Rolls-Royce 


© By Tom Clarke (U.K.) 


Editor's note: as so often with Rolls-Royce history 
there is an Australian dimension to the important 
car detailed here in that, decades later and 
stripped of its elaborate supercharger installation, 
it came to this country and was owned for many 
years by Club member Dick Donnelley (N.S.W). 
This superbly researched article will appear in two 
further parts planned for subsequent issues. 


Introduction 


It might seem an incongruous mix, 
a ponderous 1925 _ Rolls-Royce 
Phantom I (81HC) supercharged and 
modified to within an inch of its life, 
yet it was to be a heroic and influen- 
tial machine. Royce himself was only 
later a proponent of supercharging 
and in the late 1920s the Company 
was content to modify its own experi- 
mental Phantom I Sports model in 
other ways, particularly the body, to 
gain performance. These were very 
beautiful cars but at a technical level 
31HC, a private venture, broke new 
ground. It was and is a fascinating 
survivor from the early days of super- 
charging. It is also a monument to the 
talents of an extraordinary engineer, 
C. Amherst Villiers (1900-91), and an 
equally extraordinary motorist, Capt. 


Jack Frederick Conrad Kruse (1892- 
1943), who was a prolific owner of 
Rolls-Royce cars. 


Part I 
Indulging a motoring obsession 


Phantom I 31HC was ordered by 
Kruse as yet another addition to his 
considerable motoring stable and was 
selected shortly afterwards for the 
unique supercharger conversion. 
Obsession is perhaps too strong a 
word to describe his quest for the ulti- 
mate grand tourer. Methodical and 
considered best sum up this cultured 
enthusiast for Rolls-Royce and Italian 
cars. Kruse was born in South Weald, 
Essex, on September 20th, 1892, the 
eldest son of Herman Conrad Kruse 
(d.1942), a banker. The family origi- 
nated in Germany after which they 
migrated to Holland and, near the 
turn of the 20th Century, to England. 
Kruse attended three private schools 
before working for Sir Harold 
Harmsworth at the Amalgamated 
Press in 1912. (Harmsworth was the 
brother of the owner, newspaper mag- 
nate Lord Northcliffe who was also a 
significant player in early Rolls-Royce 
company history.) His first job was to 
manage Harmsworth’s 800 acre fruit 


farm at Salehurst near Robertsbridge 
in Kent. After this successful task 
Harmsworth, now ennobled as Ist 
Viscount appointed 
Kruse as his private secretary. In the 
Great War Kruse joined the Queen’s 
Westminster Volunteers before trans- 
ferring to the Royal Naval Division as 
a 2nd Lieutenant. He was sent to 
Gallipoli in Turkey to fight in the 
trenches of the Peninsular Campaign. 
Amongst the last to be evacuated from 
that disastrous theatre his journey 
home was interrupted when his ship 
was torpedoed. Nothing daunted, in 
1917 he transferred to the Royal 
Marines with the prospect of com- 
mand of an offshore tower in the 
Channel. When the Armistice came he 
was demobilised with the rank of 


Rothermere, 


Captain. 
Not long before rejoining 
Amalgamated Press he married 


Kathleen Gilbert. Their son John was 
born in January 1919 at Tunbridge 
Wells, Kent. But Kruse was by now 
travelling constantly on press busi- 
ness which his wife, soon to give birth 
to a second son, found uncongenial. 
The couple divorced in 1920. Kathleen 
then married Jennings, an army offi- 
cer, and lived in Jersey with John and 
his new-born brother Tony. Kruse 
sublimated his loss with an even 
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greater spate of activity, founding 
successful businesses in Amsterdam, 
London, and Hartlepool (where he 
began an ice factory with a William 
Greenleaf). Shortly afterwards he 
ceased to work for Lord Rothermere. 

Kruse frequently travelled to the 
United States. On a visit to New York 
in 1922 he met and married a widow, 
Annabel Adora Belita Maria Wilson 
(née Kane), born in the state of 
Georgia and heiress to her father’s 
hotel chain. She was aged about 26, 
vivacious and artistic. Kruse was 30 
and extremely handsome. Together, 
taking up residence at 25 Park Street 
in Mayfair, they made an attractive 
couple in London society. Sadly, 
Annabel could have no children so an 
amazing deal was struck between 
Kruse and his former wife. As a result 
his son John, aged four, was returned 
to live with him and Annabel. The 
child was thus taken from Jennings, 
whom he had regarded as his father, 
and his natural mother with whom he 
was to have no contact for the next 
sixty years. From a relatively poor life 
in Jersey John was now in a house 
with an unfamiliar stepmother, mass- 
es of servants, and luxury cars. Each 
day brought endless shopping or 
luncheon in the best establishments. 
The evenings were a whirl of parties 
attended by aristocrats and foreign 
royalty. Holidays were spent in Paris 
and on the Riviera. It was. to say the 
least, a bewildering time and John’s 
schooling suffered. 

Kruse, now back with Lord 
Rothermere as a director of the newly- 
established Continental Daily Mail 
newspaper, spent much time in Paris. 
Around 1924 the couple moved to 56 
Upper Brook Street, Mayfair, next 
door to Lord and Lady Mountbatten, 
and, until 1927, also rented houses in 
Sunningdale and Sunninghill near 
Windsor for the summer months. In 
addition, Annabel took an apartment 
in Grosvenor House, Mayfair. In 1927 
she and Kruse bought ‘Sunning 
House’, in the middle of Sunningdale 
Women’s Golf Course. This huge resi- 
dence was rebuilt by Annabel with 
considerable panache and good taste 
in the Spanish Mission style. It was 
decorated by Spanish and Italian 
craftsmen and completed with appro- 
priate antiques. A special motor house 
was filled with up to seven cars at a 
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time. A tennis court and porticoed 
swimming pool were added. Fifteen in- 
door servants ran the house and out- 
side there were four gardeners and 
three chauffeurs. Kruse’s chauffeur 
was Dunton who travelled with him 
everywhere and maintained all the 
cars. He was by all accounts a mag- 
nificent driver, trained in the Rolls- 
Royce School of Instruction. Mrs 
Kruse’s chauffeur was the appropri- 
ately-named Barker. He stayed until 
the early ‘thirties when he eloped with 
madame’s French maid! The guests 
who came were now more varied than 
the high society of Mayfair, achievers 
such as Sir Malcolm Campbell and 
others with interesting backgrounds. 
This was the most fulfilled time of the 
Kruses’ life together. John was sent to 
Summerfields School in St. Leonard’s, 
Sussex. 

In the same period a more distant 
country house was created. ‘Moor Top’ 
near Castleton, North Yorkshire. It 
was a cottage, rebuilt by Kruse as a 
large house with four-car garage, 
tennis court, and a 9-hole golf course 
sloping down to the River Esk. Ten 
miles away Kruse rented a shoot pure- 
ly for his house guests. He himself did 
not enjoy shooting so it is ironic that 
the family’s crest is the head of a rear- 
ing stag over a hunting horn! ‘The 
Cottage’ as he referred to ‘Moor Top’ 
became his retreat, giving access to 
the hills and almost impassable roads 
where he could test his Lancias, Alfas, 
and Mercedes to his heart’s content. A 


good friend and frequent guest was 
Frank L. Manning, showroom man- 
ager at the coachbuilders Barker & 
Co., who brought different cars for 
Kruse to try. 

Such was the context for Kruse's 
emerging ideas on motoring and his 
foray into the motoring press. Until 
now he had invariably ordered more 
formal cars, mostly with Barker bod- 
ies. Thus he owned a pair of 1924 
Silver Ghosts — 24LM which was a 
brougham cabriolet and 88EM, a 
torpedo. The 20 h.p. Barker cars for 
his wife, such as GMK10 drophead 
coupé, GUK33 drophead coupé (and 
possibly an oak-grained copy of it in 
August 1926), and GRJ61 (but this 
time a Weymann saloon by HJ. 
Mulliner), were less encumbered by 
heavy bodies. 


The long conversion 


It is not known how Kruse and 
Villiers met but press reports of 
Villiers’ work might have come to 
Kruse’s attention. Charles Amherst 
Villiers was born in London on 
December 9th. 1900. His young days 
were spent in Brighton where his 
father was the Member of Parliament. 
He was educated at Oundle School, 
Northamptonshire, from 1913 where 
he met Raymond Mays (1900-1984) 
who was to become an early engineer- 
ing associate, celebrated driver and 
lifelong friend (and multiple Bentley 
owner in the 1930s and post-War — 
Ed.) Taking approved leave of absence 


Kruse’s 1924 Silver Ghost tourer with Barker coachwork similar to that of 31HC, chassis 88EM later sold 
in India. Photographed at ‘Sunninghill House’. 
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Above left: 1926 20 hp. GUK33 Barker drophead coupé for Mrs Kruse in August !926. The car survives unchanged. Above right: An unidentified 20 h.p. Barker 
drophead coupé in oak grain finish said to be for Mrs Kruse. It is likely this photograph was indeed marked by Barker for Mrs Kruse in 1926 but perhaps only as 
an example of what body she could have on her GUK33. However, the Barker & Co. heraldic archive shows that Mrs Kruse's crest and monogram were ordered 
in August 1926 for a car in ‘grey oak’ and again in October 1926. The crest can just be seen on the door moulding. Apart from 1924 2-wheel brake car GMK1O 
no other 20 hp. like this was listed for Mrs Kruse so could it be GUK33 before major body modifications? Or, more promising, could it be her GMK1 0 upgraded 
to 4-wheel brakes? The latter feature can be deduced from the radiator seen here with the fully enclosed shutters used on the 4-wheel brake cars. Like GUK33 


this car has white interior fittings and Zeiss lamps. 


from Oundle he began an apprentice- 
ship with the Royal Aircraft Factory 
1919 joined Mays at 
Cambridge University where Villiers 
took a degree in physics. He then 
worked briefly for Armstrong- 
Whitworth. Young Villiers next gained 
an instant reputation during 1923 for 
increasing the power of Raymond 
Mays’s Brescia Bugatti (Cordon Rouge) 
with a special camshaft. He also 
handled Mays’s tuning work on his 
1921 Hillman called Quicksilver. The 
Bugatti work brought an invitation for 
Villiers to spend six months with ‘le 
patron’ at Molsheim in France to de- 
sign camshaft changes for other 
Bugatti racing cars. A 1924 model was 
then built for Mays, which he called 
Cordon Bleu, using modifications de- 
signed by Villiers. In 1925 Villiers 
turned his attention towards super- 
charging and, ironically enough, ap- 
proached the Rateau company in 
France for advice. It was René 
Anxionnaz, chief engineer at Rateau, 
who would later have a legendary and 


and in 


unsuccessful dispute with Rolls-Royce 
about the rights to the jet engine. (See 
Rolls-Royce and the Rateau Patents 
by Harry Pearson, Rolls-Royce Heri- 
tage Trust Technical Series No. 1, 
1989. — Ed.) Rateau recommended 
the Roots-type blower (devised by P.H. 
and F.M. Root in the United States in 
the 1850s) and Villiers then went on 
to supercharge an A.C. 1'/2Litre for 
Mays with the support of Selwyn F. 
Edge, managing director at A.C. 

That same year Villiers was asked 
to supercharge Humphrey Cook’s 
1922 Tourist Trophy Vauxhall. 
Various delays meant this project was 
set aside but in 1928 Villiers was able 
to buy the car. It was completed for 
Mays as the ‘Vauxhall-Villiers’. (The 
Vauxhall ‘Villiers- 
Supercharge’ in 1929-30.) Villiers was 
also asked to design the chassis for 
Malcolm Campbell’s 1926-27 Napier 
Lion-powered Bluebird land speed 
record car. Villiers did not like 
Campbell at all, which was the only 
drawback to this project, and was 


became __ the 


Amherst Villiers testing 31HC at Brooklands in September 1927. Notice the rigid structure to house the 
engine/blower. The painted bonnet, special bumpers, and dashboard, show that the car was already bodied 
some time before the mechanical modifications were begun. 


soon supplanted by Joseph Maina as 
designer. 

This impressive record resulted in 
Kruse giving Villiers virtually carte 
blanche to rework his Phantom 31HC 
which thus became the second car 
that Villiers 
Morgans, who wrote the car up in Old 
Motor magazine for December 1966 
(p. 107), claimed the job took two years 
to complete. Villiers rented the ground 
floor of a mill near Staines in 
Berkshire (Upper Mall, Stanwell Moor) 
and began work. Whilst 31HC was 
being rebuilt Kruse took delivery of 
another Phantom I, 38TC Barker 
cabriolet in September 1926! Villiers 
later recalled Kruse as a man of great 
charm and refinement, always impec- 
cably turned out. 

Kruse’s New Phantom 31HC start- 
ed out with just a few departures from 
standard. The long chassis was on 
test by early September 1925 and on 
October 22nd it was on its way to 
Barker for a torpedo body with a small 
rear deck area. It was finished in grey. 
The radiator and dash were 1” higher, 
the scuttle 2'/2”, and real silver plate 
was applied to the wheel hubs, steer- 
ing column, and levers. The axle ratio 
was 15 x 52. The car was to be ready 
by December and there was no indica- 
tion that it was in any way exception- 
al. If Kruse asked Rolls-Royce for 
performance modifications then noth- 
ing survives to tell us about them. The 
guarantee book was only later marked 
“Guarantee not issued — see file” once 
Rolls-Royce found out what was being 
done to their chassis. Some time dur- 
ing 1926 a start was made on trans- 
forming the car. 


supercharged. R.L. 
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Villiers was convinced that the 
supercharger should not be driven by 
31HC’s engine, which would have 
robbed the main unit of power. (In the 
later ‘Blower’ Bentleys, according to 
Michael Hay in Bentley: factory cars 
1919-1931, the supercharger absorb- 
ed 35 h.p. out of the 175 first avail- 
able.) Instead he designed a sturdy 
four-cylinder short-stroke 625 c.c. 
overhead camshaft unit to drive the 
blower — not an Austin 7 engine as 
some claims have it. The connecting 
rods were in aluminium. This beauti- 
fully crafted engine, said to produce 
10 h.p.. was assembled in Villiers’ 
workshop from castings and parts 
made by a variety of outside special- 
ists. It had its own ignition and 
starter. Its water pump took supply 
from the Rolls-Royce radiator, and its 
dry sump lubrication and exhaust 
system were shared with the larger 
unit. It could reach 8,000 r.p.m. with 
the blower serving both engines. The 
Roots-type blower was made by 
Villiers and designed to match the 
characteristics of the Rolls-Royce 
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engine. The nearside front wing of the 
car was modified by Barker to permit 
the small engine/blower unit to be 
mounted where the spare wheel would 


have been. The unit was mounted on 
steel tubes 7 feet long that passed 
across and underneath the chassis. 
These were hydraulically damped to 
transmit weight to the opposite side. 
Two spare wheels were mounted on 
the off-side to compensate for the 200 
Ibs weight of the engine/blower unit. 

The work did not stop there. The 
withdrawal of the guarantee was 
prompted by the changes Villiers 
made to the Phantom’s engine and 
chassis. The engine was modified to 
accept a new camshaft, pistons, 
valves, and dry sump lubrication. A 
five-gallon tank for the oil was fitted 
near the gearbox. A scavenge pump 
with relief valves did the rest. The 
engine now ran with 120 Ibs pressure 
to the crankshaft and 90 Ibs else- 
where. A full flow filtration unit was 
situated on top of the steering box. 
The carburetter was greatly altered to 
accept the output from the Villiers 


Views of both sides of the blower with the four- 
cylinder engine that powered it. The blower 
became the prototype for the Bentley version. 


blower of 10 lbs per sq. inch, and 
there was a blow-off valve which 
seems appropriate! Atomisers in the 
inlet manifold were served by Ki-Gass 
lines. It all made for a most elaborate 
affair and impressive under-bonnet 
appearance. The rear axle was not 
altered, something Villiers commented 
on in old age as a lost opportunity for 
more speed. 

The dashboard of the car was fitted 
with fourteen instruments (including 
an altimeter for Kruse’s alpine work) 
alongside the controls needed to 
prime and start the blower engine. In 
his article Morgans described other 
details in the car — the Barker body 
was repainted in matt olive green and 
retained its original Carl Zeiss lamps 
which were in gunmetal finish as on 
the windscreen and other accessories. 
The interior seat cushions were pneu- 
matic. What could not be disguised 
was the immense weight of the car, 
three tons at least. With the very high 
speeds expected one wonders how the 
tyres could have coped, let alone the 
handling characteristics. To the pass- 


The modified carburetter to take the output from the blower. The small pipes to the inlet manifold are for ‘Ki-Gass’. 


Above left: The full flow oil filter on the steering box and (above right) the adjustable pressure val 


engers in the rear compartment the 
protection of the aerodeck and auxil- 
iary screen (which could be raised and 
lowered hydraulically on rams) must 
have been scant compensation for the 
queasy ride a Phantom I usually gave, 
the great noise of the whining blower, 
and the roar as the exhaust cutout 
came into operation. It must have left 
a lasting impression on all who rode 
in it. 


Testing times 


In September 1927 Villiers took the 
chassis to Brooklands track and 
began testing. Besuited on a jury seat, 
with a barrage of testing equipment 
alongside him, he was espied by an 
Autocar scout who photographed the 
equipage. In their October 7, 1927 
issue (p.717) a less than appreciative 
report appeared. It called Villiers’ car 
“his 10-cylinder supercharged Rolls- 
Royce. Four of the cylinders drive the 
supercharger.” The reporter comment- 
ed that the sparking plugs “did not like 
the supercharger’ and that there were 
cooling and valve problems. Its final 
impression was “But the noise — ”! 
This prompted an affronted reply in 


we 


the October 28 issue (p.949) from 
Charles B. Lowe, manager of Amherst- 
Villiers & Co. He regarded the critique 
as an intrusion into a private test in 
The Autocar he 
claimed had “completely picked to 


its early stages. 


pieces our self-driven supercharger’. 
The Motor on the other hand was 
simultaneously being indulged by 
Villiers with permission to photograph 
the blower unit for its October 27 
issue (p.383) and the privilege of a 
demonstration in chassis form. Their 
conclusion was that “The device is 
excessively noisy”. 

Meanwhile, Kruse was champing at 
the bit for a British performance car 
and pre-empted the delivery of 31HC 
by turning to the opposition in the 
form of two Bentley 6’/2 Litre cars. 
They were chassis KD2103 (YT-1351) 
Barker torpedo in July 1927 and 
KD2106 (UC-4237) Hooper coupé in 
October 1927. Not one to do things by 
halves Kruse took delivery that same 
month of Bentley 4'/2 Litre SL3053 
(YU-2683) Vanden Plas tourer. Despite 
these purchases Kruse was not won 
over to the marque. 

31HC was ready for delivery in 


Views of the scavenge pump in the sump; and the scavenge and main oil pumps dismantled. 
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ves using the original Rolls-Royce governor. 


early 1928 and Kruse was said to be 
very pleased although Villiers was 
apprehensive because the car had not 
been returned to him from Barker, 
after their modifications to the body, 
with enough time to set the car up 
correctly. Kruse’s son John can still 
recall the day. Villiers turned up at 
Sunningdale with the car to find Capt. 
Kruse away. Not to waste the occasion 
he invited Mrs Kruse and John to join 
him on a run. Villiers took them on a 
hair-raising dash to Bagshot and 
back. With rain beginning to fall heav- 
ily and the hood down, John Kruse 
can remember looking up at the dash- 
board to see 110 m.p.h. indicated. Not 
an occasion or a figure that a 10 year 
old could ever forget, and something 
that was to find an echo a few years 
ahead. 

A total conversion cost of £16,000 
has been claimed for the project {al- 
though in Motor Sport July 1939 p.201 
£10,000 was quoted). At over five 
times the cost of a standard car this 
seems more than even a very rich man 
might be prepared to pay. And it 
makes the story given by Villiers him- 
self, that Kruse gave him an almost- 
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31HC completed a second time after Barker had modified the body for the engine/blower. Notice how the 
front passenger's door had to be changed to pass over the engine/blower. This picture was orginally in the 
hands of the Hon. Dorothy Paget's chauffeur Mr Samson. (Courtesy of Colin Hughes) 


new Bugatti as a gift, even more in- 
credible. Years later Villiers offered the 
figure of £3,000 as the real cost of the 
conversion. The Bugatti is now 
thought to have been the 1926 Type 
35 chassis 4809 (YP-9453). Villiers 
must have passed it on because it was 
in the hands of Mays by 1928. Kruse 
also had a 1930 Type 44 Bugatti (GH- 
3730), too late to be the gifted car, but 
does not seem to have taken to 
Bugattis as much as his other Italian 
favourites. 

It cannot have been a simple matter 
to take advantage of the supercharger 
on 31HC. Simply accelerating did not 
engage it. Instead the driver had to 
lean to the left to prime the little 
engine with Ki-Gass, 
warm it up on the choke, before 
engaging the supercharger. If touring 
at high speeds this manoeuvre alone 


start it and 


would have required assistance for 
safety reasons. The chauffeur was 
probably always present though not 
necessarily driving. It is not clear if 


the little engine could be left running 
for long periods but its throttle control 
was on the steering column. Nor is it 
clear for what periods the super- 
charger could be kept in operation. At 
perhaps seven m.p.g. when in use this 
would seriously have affected the 
range of the car. Sadly, there is no 
record of Kruse’s impressions of the 
car but in an album he wrote a cap- 
tion under a picture of the car which 
must have summed up his feelings: 
“The first, and last, supercharged 
Rolls-Royce”! 


Villiers vindicated 


The conversion of 31HC stood 
Villiers in good stead because in late 
1928 he was asked by Sir Henry ‘Tim’ 
Birkin, Bt. (1896-1933), to undertake 
the supercharging of his Bentley 4'/2 
Litre team cars, the legendary ‘Blower’ 
Bentleys. The project was backed by 
Capt. Woolf Barnato and fifty had to 
be built to comply with Le Mans rules. 
This time the supercharger was driven 


Kruse in 3! HC, a photograph he captioned as “The first, and last, supercharged Rolls-Royce’. Photographed 


at ‘Sunning House’. 
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1927 Bentley 6'4 Litre KD2106 Hooper coupé at 
the ‘Sunning House’ garage. 


off the front of the engine. In 1929 
Villiers changed the consultancy he 
had established in 1927, known as 
Amherst-Villiers & Co. of Piccadilly 


House, Sackville Street in central 


London, into a company. Amherst 


john Kruse’s | ith birthday gift. With two-speeds 
and 12 m.p.h, registered JK-1930 though not for 
road use, it must have been fun to use. John opted 
not to have a silencer. Note that the mascot 
echoes the personal one used on Kruse's own cars. 


The cover of Villiers’ stylish 1930 brochure which 
included a whole page on the Kruse car. 


1930 Bugatti Type 44 registered GH-3730 in August t at year, at ‘Sunning House’, The body was by 
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Hooper, Kruse’s altemative to Barker for some of his cars. The Type 44 was a 3-litre 8-cylinder. 


Villiers Superchargers Ltd. was set up 
to design superchargers although it 
was David Brown & Sons Ltd. who 
actually made them. Villiers’ co- 
designer was Tom Murray Jamieson. 
The Mk IV version destined for the 
Bentley had many similarities to the 
prototype used on the Rolls-Royce. In 
October 1929, with the Bentley pro- 
ject underway, Villiers issued a small 
brochure on his work, limited to fifty 
copies for the buyers of the special 
run of cars. 

Whatever disappointment the car 
was to Kruse it must have left its mark 
in other ways because he arranged for 


Barker & Co. to make a child’s version 
of a car with features from 31HC and 
his next, sports model Phantom I 
16EX. The child’s car appeared in the 
The Motor for January 28, 1930 
(p.1287) soon after the 11th birthday 
of his son John. It was fitted with a 
mock Rolls-Royce radiator and under 
the bonnet was a 2'/2 h.p. engine by 
. Villiers! However, there was no 
connection between Amherst Villiers 
and the eponymous offshoot of the 
Sunbeam company whose Villiers 
engines were popular in motorcycles. 


Jo be continued 


John Kruse and his friend Josephine James in the child’s car at ‘Sunning House’. The car is not known to 


survive. 
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Germany and finished at Crewe. 
However, Bill did make the point that 
the car had been designed and devel- 
oped at Crewe by Crewe engineers. 

The new Bentley Estate Limousine 
being presented by Rolls-Royce & 
Bentley Motor Cars Ltd to HM the 
Queen in May 2002 is a gift from the 
Company and twenty suppliers. It was 
also mentioned that Bentley is the 
Featured Marque at the Pebble Beach 
Concours d’Elegance this year. 

The present Company emphasised 
at the Meeting, as other representa- 
tives did at the R.R.E.C. Annual 
Dinner, that they will continue to sup- 
port owners of Crewe-built cars, and 
the repackaging of the stock inventory 
of £15.5 million has commenced. 

No decision has yet been made on 
the fate of AX-201, the Company’s 
1907 Silver Ghost, and SU-13, the 
1907 Rolls-Royce 10 h.p. although 
there is an option of exhibiting them 
at VW’s Wolfsburg Museum. A letter 
has also been written suggesting that 
they be exhibited at the Hunt House. 

We were assured that both Crewe 
and Derby are making every effort to 
protect the names. 

Future events in the pipeline in- 
clude a possible drive once again 
through the grounds of Windsor 
Castle to mark the 50th Anniversary 
of Her Majesty's reign, with the 
expectation of 1,000 cars. This event 
would be linked with a _ charity 
through Rotary and the Prince Phillip 
Trust. In June/July 2003 an event is 
planned once again to commemorate 
the 1913 Austrian Alpine Trial, with 
Audi also invited as they competed in 
the original event. 

It was interesting to learn that 
R.R.E.C. membership 
10,400 with an average of 1.8 cars per 
member. Our Club, by comparison, 
has just over 1,000 members with an 
average of 1.4 cars per member. 

The Malaysian Rally being held this 
year to establish a Section of the 
R.R.E.C. in that country has attracted 
92 entries, and the Chairman hopes 
to attend. 

The Meeting closed and we enjoyed 
drinks at the bar before adjourning to 
the Conservatory/Dining Room for 


stands at 


dinner. 
Fred Haughtey 
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Experimental Phantom 
comes to light 


By Mick Rust (W.A.) 


Good grief! Could it be true that the 
long lost Experimental New Phantom 
46PK has been found? The Rolls- 
Royce movement was agog that such 
an important and historic car had 
come to light. 

This was the car that Henry Royce 
used as his personal car and was the 
factory development car for the New 
Phantom. 46PK was commissioned in 
the summer of 1923, as a Silver 
Ghost, and was fitted with the new 
overhead valve engine that was to take 
the Company to the next stage of 
40/50 h.p. development — the New 
Phantom. 

Hoopers were entrusted with the 
task of building a tourer body on the 
chassis, and Royce himself drove and 
evaluated the car from his summer 
home in West Wittering, Sussex. 
the Company was 
working on a new four-wheel braking 


Concurrently, 


system powered by a servo based on 
that used on the Hispano-Suiza. The 
Hispano used a drum whereas Rolls- 
Royce used a friction-disc servo, but 
the principle was essentially the same, 
harnessing the momentum of the car 
to operate the brakes. 46PK was, 
therefore, truly a test of new tech- 
nology for the Company. 

In 1926 a second body was fitted by 
Hoopers, and by 1928 the Experi- 
mental Department had no further 
use for the car as the New Phantom 
had by then been introduced. 

So, in April 1928 the car that had 
helped the Company in the transition 
from Silver Ghost to Phantom was 
sold off to Mrs Mary E. Currie of Kings 
Worthy House near Winchester for the 
sum of £1,603-13s-6d. In 1940 Mrs 
Curry gave 46PK to the Red Cross 
Society for use in the war effort. 

By 1944 it was in use as an ambu- 
lance with the City of Winchester 
Council, who in turn sold it to an en- 
gineer who took it to his Plymouth 
shed where he embarked upon one of 
the longest restorations ever! 

Up on blocks, with the engine 
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turned over regularly, 
he fitted what could 
only be described as a 
shooting brake body of 
sorts. An engineer he 
might have been, but 
he was still in his 
formative years of be- 
coming a coach- 
builder! 46PK was to 
sustain this ignominy 
for 56 years until the 
owner’s death last year 
daughter 
specialist 


when his 
contacted 
vehicle auctioneers 
Bonhams & Brooks, 
no doubt wishing to 
know what this old 
Rolls-Royce with its 
derelict-looking body 
might be worth. 

You can imagine the 
reaction in the office of 
Bonhams & Brooks 
when research on the chassis number 
it to be the long lost 
Experimental car used by Henry 
Royce. So, as the auctioneers who 
conduct the auction of Rolls-Royce 


showed 


and Bentley cars each year at the 
R.R.E.C. Annual Rally, it was decided 
by Bonhams & Brooks to put the car 
on show so that as many enthusiasts 
as possible could view this important 
chassis. 

On Saturday June 30th, 2001, at 
the Annual Rally at Towcester Race- 
course, this important car in the his- 
tory of the Rolls-Royce marque was 
displayed and then sold to the highest 
bidder. Who would be the car’s first 
new custodian for 57 years, and how 
much would the new owner have to 
pay for the privilege? 

The huge marquee was hushed as 
the auctioneer announced “Lot 726, 
the Experimental 40/50 h.p. New 
Phantom”. A short spiel from the 
auctioneer and the bidding started. 
“£70,000 is a good start”, cried the 
auctioneer. With £5,000 rises at each 
bid, this sort of bidding was not for 
the faint-hearted. Within seconds the 


Foi 


Federal Treasurer Bryan Inder with 46PK at the RRE.C. Annual Rally 
auction. The new owner will probably discard the shooting brake body in 
favour of a replica of the original Hooper tourer, seen (inset) with Royce 
at the wheel at West Wittering. 


bidding had reached £100,000 and 
the opening bidder was within grasp 
of his prize. A new bidder — £105,000 
— suddenly appeared, but did the 
opening bidder flinch? No way! It was 
£110,000 from him as quick as a 
flash. The auctioneer, sensing that 
this is the killer blow, started his 
count-down: “£110,000 for the first 
time; £110,000 for the second time; 
£110,000 for the third and final time”. 
Bang! Down goes the gavel. 46PK was 
sold. 

The entire marquee broke out in 
applause. So what did the successful 
bidder get for his £110,000? As one of 
the great private Silver Ghost collec- 
tors of the world he believes he has 
the last Silver Ghost, while the under- 
bidder, who has one of the best 
Phantom collections in the world 
wanted it as the first Phantom. 

Who is right? It doesn’t matter. The 
car is now in the collection of a man 
who has the interests of the car, and 
of all cars produced by Rolls-Royce, 
close to his heart. As a movement, we 
could not have wished for a better 
result. i 
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122EU in a grand setting in Melbourne, outside the gates of Government House, soon after arrival from Switzerland in May 2001. 


’ Farnily Ghos 


t Story 


122EU returns to its cated family 


By Denis Deasey (Vic.) 


This story began many years ago, 
in about 1969. I had just bought my 
first Bentley, a Mk VI (B29MB), and 
was proudly showing it off to my 
great-grandmother. She made all the 
right comments and then said, “Of 
course, Grandad had one of the last 
Silver Ghost Rolls-Royce ever made”. 
This little kernel of family motoring 
history was dispatched to the back of 
my mind, hidden away but not for- 
gotten for nearly thirty years. 

In late 1997 I was in the United 
Kingdom and visiting the Hunt House, 
headquarters of the Rolls-Royce 
Enthusiasts’ Club, where I was seek- 
ing copies of the build sheets for my 
1960 Bentley S2 (B25CT), and also to 
enquire if the family legend of the 
Silver Ghost had any truth to it. 

Philip Hall, the very helpful and 
knowledgeable archivist, was interest- 
ed in my story and promptly retrieved 
the box of chassis cards for the last 
Ghosts built. With fevered hand I 
started at the back of the box and 
flipped the ancient yellowed foolscap 
sized cards forward, until suddenly, 
there it was, four from the end. So it 
was true. 


My great-grandfather, William 


Sydney Robinson (1876-1963), an 
Australian financier and industrialist, 
spent most of his business career, 
particularly between the Wars, based 
in London. His Australian interests 
were considerable too, having founded 
Western Mining in 1933. In late 1924 
he placed an order for a long wheel- 
base 40/50 h.p. Rolls-Royce and the 
chassis number 122EU was assigned 
to the order. There were four chassis 
cards detailing the requirements for 
the car. Windovers were commis- 
sioned to build the body, an enclosed 
drive limousine, and the specifications 
for it were very particular indeed. The 
accompanying photograph shows 
‘WSR’ in about 1953 with the writer, 
his great-grandson who was to re- 
claim the Ghost nearly fifty years 
later. 

The body was to be finished in dark 
blue and black with blue upholstery 
and ebonised woodwork. All external 
brightwork, saving the radiator, was 
to be silver plated, the front compart- 
ment to be carpeted and the division 
to slide, rather than drop. I can re- 
member as a child that ‘WSR’ always 
sat in the front of his cars with his 
chauffeur, which would account for 
the sliding division in 122EU. Other 
features of the car were specified to be 


“as on 5OLK”. A cross check with the 
chassis cards revealed that this was 
one of the Show cars on display at 
Olympia in 1924. 

My next thought was to see if the 
R.R.E.C. still had any record of the 
car, so we consulted the Club's lists. 
To my delight, not only had the car 
apparently survived, but was a 
member car, living in Switzerland. 

Two years passed during which 
other events diverted my attention 
from cars, but in 2000 I wrote to the 
owner of 122EU, Dr Reto Domeniconi, 
and told him that I would be in 
Europe over Christmas 2000 and 
asked if it would be possible to come 
and see the car. I had sent him some 
information about the first owner, and 
Reto replied very promptly saying that 
he would be pleased to see me. 

I caught the TGV from Paris to 
Lausanne, then the local train another 
40 km. to Vevey, where Reto met me at 
the station in his new diesel short 
wheelbase Land-Rover, an ideal car 
for winter in Switzerland. We drove to 
his garage in an industrial part of 
Vevey, where I was greeted by the 
sight of not just 122EU, but a large 
number of other cars as well. This was 
a serious collector. whose cars includ- 
ed Phantoms I, H, Ill and V, Silver 
Cloud III, Corniche, Bentley R-type, 
Ferrari, Jaguar, Mercedes, MG and 
Lancia. The Phantom II shown in the 
accompanying photo is by Hd. 
Mulliner and in the background is a 
very early Swiss delivery New 
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Phantom with completely original 
Salamanca body by Henri Binder. 

The Ghost was sitting proudly 
amongst its younger brothers, not 
sparkling, but obviously well cared for 
and loved. Sadly, the day was very wet 
and freezing so a drive was out of the 
question, but many photos and much 
video footage were taken. No longer 
bearing the Windovers limousine 
body, the car was fitted with a very 
smart two-seater coupé body by T.H. 
Gill of Paddington (London). Originally 
cobalt blue, she is now finished in 
cream with brown mudguards, and 
still has her original Zeiss headlamps 
and a beautiful Stephan Grebel spot- 
lamp mounted on the windscreen 
pillar. The interior had been attrac- 
tively refurbished, with elaborate wal- 
nut inlaid woodwork, and elegant 
fittings including a handsome AT 
speedometer. 

After a very good lunch at a nearby 
restaurant, Reto left me at the railway 
station, letting me know that he would 
consider selling the car to me if I was 
interested. He was going to the 
Caribbean for two weeks holiday, and 
we would talk about it again on his 
return. 

In the meantime, 
Australia, determined if at all possible 
to buy the car. I contacted Reto again 
on his return to Switzerland and we 


I returned to 


quickly agreed on a price without any 
haggling, and I immediately booked a 
flight to return to supervise packing 
shipping. The agents in 
Melbourne, Jackson PMW — 


and 


oro 


I flew to Zurich, then 
the next day took the 
train to Vevey, barely 
able to contain my ex- 
citement, armed with a 
cheque. The trip went 
smoothly apart from 
Emirates loosing my 
luggage, so all I had 
was the clothes I stood 
up in and a couple of 
plastic bags. The hotels 
were polite, but looked 
at me with some suspi- 
cion. Eventually my 
bag turned up two days 
later at the Vevey rail- 
way Reto 
picked me up at my 
hotel and went to his 
garage where we start- 
ed sorting out spare 
parts, and any other 
bits and pieces belong- 
ing to the car. Being a 
Saturday, a couple of 
his friends called in, 
local Rolls-Royce own- 
ers, who were aston- 
ished at the story of the 
car going back to its 
original owner’s family. 


station. 


I explained to them 
that Reto had been 
teaching me about the 
care of the Ghost, and 
one said, “Reto is not a 
teacher, he is a prof- 


essor!”. The “professor’ 


panying photograph 


Above: the Author aged 4 in 
1953 with his sister, parents and 
great-grandfather WS. Robinson, 
the first owner of 122EU. 


Right’ the Author's mother 
(lower left) with her two grand- 
fathers, both Silver Ghost own- 
ers. Centre, WL Baillieu 

(62FW) and right, WS. 

Robinson (1 22EU). 


" is shown in the accom- [ 


revealing to me _ the 


recommended to me by David Jones mysteries of the sphere. Reto’s technical expertise was con- 
— handled everything through their 


sister company in Switzerland. 


firmed to me by watching him finish the rewiring of his very late Phantom III 
James Young sedanca. Later, we all had an excellent lunch together at which the 


Dr Domeniconi’s glorious | 933 Phantom Il H,. Mulliner sedanca de ville (46MY) and, behind, a glimpse of 
his Phantom | Binder salamanca (86MC). 


E 


Dr Reto Domeniconi instructing on the mysteries of 
the Silver Ghost spherical universal joint. 


{22EU at Vevey, Sxitzerland, just prior to shipping, 


talk was of little else but cars. We had 
planned a drive, but it was snowing 
heavily which would have made 
122EU something of a handful. The 
next day, however, was bright and 
sunny, and after lunch when the 
roads had dried out, we left the garage 
and drove along the very scenic lake 
road. The snow-covered mountains in 
the background were breathtaking, 
but the concentration required to pilot 
a Ghost on the right-hand side of the 
road left me little time for sightseeing. 
The exhilaration of this drive con- 
firmed that I had made the right deci- 
sion as we hummed along happily at 
about 55 m.p.h. All too soon it was 
over, and we returned to Vevey for 
final preparations for shipping the 
next day. When I handed over the 
cheque and we shook on the deal, I 
also gave Reto a copy of Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley in the Sunburnt Country 
to add to his already encyclopzedic 
knowledge of the marque. 

At nine o'clock on the Monday 
morning we left Vevey in bright sun- 
shine for Lausanne on the motorway, 


Re . 
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The Author with the family Ghost outside Government House, Melbourne, May 200! 
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March 2001. 


dicing with the Monday morning 
traffic, but the car performed fault- 
lessly, and the exhaust sounded mag- 
nificent in a long tunnel when I 
“accidentally” kicked the cutout lever. 
We drove to an industrial park where 
the container was waiting, and two 
men from the shipping company 
packed her most carefully, making 
chocks for the wheels to prevent 
bouncing, and lashing the car secure- 
ly at several points on each side. The 
container was then locked and sealed 
and loaded on to a truck. 

I was not aware that the two fellows 
who did the packing spoke any 
English, but as we were saying our 
good-byes, one turned to me and said 
in a very strong French accent, 
“Monsieur, 
Australia to shoot ze kangaroo?”. The 


you take zees car to 


truck then left for Bern, and the con- 
tainer went by rail to Rotterdam where 
it was loaded on to the MCS Sonia. 

I returned home for the long wait, 
anxiously ‘phoning the shippers week- 
ly to check on progress. Eventually 
the great day came and I was in- 
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{22EU: instrument board and controls. 


structed to go to a freight yard in 
Laverton. I went with Nick Simms, 
and we took everything we thought we 
might need to get the car going and on 
to a tow truck. After a quick inspec- 
tion by Quarantine who, thankfully, 
did not require the car to be steam 
cleaned, we pushed the car out into 
Nick suggested we 
swing her over to see what happened, 
and believe it or not, she started 


the sunshine. 


promptly after seven weeks on the 
high seas. The tow truck was can- 
celled and after a quick fill-up of tyres 
and tank, I drove 122EU for the first 
time on Australian soil from Laverton 
to Nick’s workshop at Sandringham. 

Three days were spent cleaning, 
servicing and recommissioning, a 
roadworthy certificate obtained and 
the car presented for registration. The 
original London registration number 
was XY-4893 and by a stroke of good 
fortune this number was available 
through the VicRoads personalised 
plates scheme. The VicRoads staff 
were helpful and interested and the 
car sailed through and is now on the 
road with the same number she was 
issued with 76 years ago. 

After some attention to the tuning, 
122EU is running superbly. The 
engine is strong and very quiet and 
when warm her idle is the quiet 
murmur for which these cars were 
famous. She will also start willingly 
‘on the switch’ most times, an engag- 
ing party trick that always impresses. 
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On her first R.R.O.C. outing she re- 
turned a steady 11 m.p.g. over 140 
miles, and apart from a slightly frost- 
ed carburetter which caused a 
momentary failure to proceed, she has 
performed without fault. 

But what happened to 122EU after 
it passed from the Robinson owner- 
ship? In about 1930 the car was re- 
bodied with its current coupé by T.-H. 
Gill. At the time all the appropriate 
factory modifications were made to 
alter the steering from C to D rake — 
an involved procedure which included 
changing all levers and pedals as well. 
High ratio (16:52) rear axle gears were 
also fitted, and among the specifica- 
tions for the new body was an ivory 
finish steering wheel, a glamorous if 
somewhat impractical touch. 

The story of 122EU is inextricably 
bound up with that of the last Silver 
Ghosts. In 1993 Reto Domeniconi 
wrote a long letter to the R.R.E.C. 
Bulletin in which he stated that, 
according the Club’ archives, 122EU 
was the second last Silver Ghost deliv- 
ered to a customer, on May 18th, 
1925. Later chassis and their delivery 
dates are: 
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123EU on May 6th, 1925; 

124EUB delivered to New York, 

with guarantee issued on August 

2nd, 1925; 

125EU also to the U.S., bodied 

there and guarantee issued on 

April 17th, 1925. 

Reto believes that 122EU may well be 
the newest (Derby) Ghost still in exist- 
ence, as no later car has been traced 
to date. So the great Ghost chassis 
passed into history, overtaken by the 
Phantom. Incidentally, sister car 
121EU was delivered new to Sir 
George Tallis in Melbourne, with a 
locally made tourer body. 

Reto Domeniconi had bought 
122EU from David Marsden in Leeds, 
who had undertaken a major restor- 
ation in the late 1970s after it had 
been rediscovered by Johnny Thomas 
in Carmarthenshire in the 1960s. I 
spoke to Johnny when I was in 
London at Christmas, and he remem- 
bered the car well. His particular in- 
terest in it was its Gill body and he 
has a Cricklewood Bentley with a body 
by the same coachbuilder. I also spoke 


to Roger Collings, the car’s next 
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owner, who remembered it fondly. He 
is a leading figure in the Vintage 
Sports Car Club of the U.K. and it was 
he who sold 122EU to its restorer. 
Reto bought the car in 1980, driving 
from Leeds to Vevey. 

So there it is. 122EU may in some 
ways be like Grandpa’s axe, but to me 
there is sufficient historical continuity 
to justify its purchase. But does one 
really need excuses when the oppor- 
tunity arises to buy a good Ghost? So 
far she has proved to be a delight to 
drive and J am looking forward eager- 
ly to some serious touring. With the 
coupé body she will be very useable — 
and who really likes draughts and 
water trickling down the back of the 
neck? In a small way 122EU has 
reversed the flow of Silver Ghosts 
leaving Australia, and it is a car that 
comes with indisputably 
Australian connections. 

I hope this little story has interest- 
ed you, as much as the research, pur- 
suit, purchase and, finally, driving, 
has intrigued and excited me. a 


here 


Photographs from the Author 
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The Rolls-Royce Touring Limousine was conceived as a more elegantly proportioned limousine version of the Silver Spur than previous ‘stretch’ limousines. The avoid- 
ance of a long space between front and rear doors, a generous quarter-light aft of the rear door and a higher than standard roofline contributed to achieving this. 


A Career in the Coachbuilding Trade 


Part 11 — developing the Rolls-Royce Touring Limousine 


By Richard Gordon Mann (U.K.) 


After Terry Smith (TSS) and myself 
had finished the quality auditor's 
course we were able to visit Mulliner 
Park Ward’s various suppliers to 
undertake quality assessments. 
Whereas the suitability and appoint- 
ment of suppliers had been the 
province of the Buying Department 
whose manager was Robin Culverwell 
(Cvl), it was now up to us to ensure 
that they operated in a businesslike 
What we 
encountered initially on such visits 


and orderly manner. 
was not always good and, after circu- 
lating our reports to MPW’s senior 
managers, as well as the supplier, we 
were sometimes at odds with Cvl. 
Typically a company might be 
working to an out-of-date drawing, for 
example Issue 2 even though the 
company had been asked to produce 
items to Issue 3, the usual reason 
being “we have not received Issue 3”. 
We would then ask why did you not 
request a current drawing? “We've 
made it like that for the last umpteen 
years”, might be the reply. In the early 
days of supplier quality Cvl would 
sometimes take umbrage at assess- 
ments on some suppliers yet not com- 
ment on those for other companies. 
There was a ‘right old barney’ one 
day when Cvl visited Metrology and 
suggested that TSS was being rather 


hard on some of “his” suppliers and 
TSS, with his short fuse, hit back: 
“Robin, we visited that supplier, in- 
formed their management in our 
assessment as to what was required 
and expected and, if they accept and 
implement our recommendations, we 
shall give them our approval”. Cvl was 
a cute customer always in contol, ever 
calm and collected even when under 
pressure from fellow senior managers. 
Cvl’s reply to TSS was “perhaps you 
might advise me of your findings on my 
suppliers prior to publication, then I 
might be able to assist you”! After Cvl 
left TSS was seething, realising, like 
myself, that we would have to be 
‘whiter than white’ when assessing 
certain suppliers. 

The vast majority of MPW’s suppli- 
ers were most helpful and many 
realised that, with a little help from 
us, they also might attain BS.5750 
accreditation which could assist them 
in gaining new business. One com- 
pany showed us their MPW file with 
current copies of our drawings but 
they had failed to record the date of 
their receipt or that whether the prev- 
ious issues had been destroyed. A 
small point perhaps, but they now 
realised it’s importance. 

John Condon (JC), Derek Kirk 
(DJK), Eric Cullen (EC) and myself 


had, by now, finished our training on 
the ‘Steif at Rugby and were fully 
operational. With the help of our col- 
leagues in the toolroom, the ‘Steif was 
able to measure a Corniche body at 
any stage of Body In White (BIW) build 
from the receipt of the underframe 
from Pressed Steel Fisher (PSF) to the 
very last BIW finishing stage before 
shipment to Crewe. 

Our manager, John Castell-Evans 
(JCE) suggested that we select an 
underframe and measure it at each 
build station throughout the body’s 
construction. Whilst this seemingly 
very good suggestion might appear 
straightforward it was, in fact, some- 
what difficult as the bodies were built 
on a straight track and it was not 
possible to remove a body at a certain 
stage without removing all other 
bodies before or after that stage. The 
only time the BIW line was fully avail- 
able to Metrology, Engineering and 
the tool room was during the company 
shut-down of two weeks. Our ‘critique’ 
build line trolley was used to assist in 
the repair and replacement of worn 
jigging and, also, the installation of 
new jigs — perhaps for Model Year 
changes. All MPW personnel had the 
opportunity to vote for the time of the 
shut-down but, inevitably, it was al- 
ways during the schools’ summer 
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holidays. 

Whilst Metrology was very busy at 
this time with so many day-to-day 
inspection and quality activities being 
undertaken, there is little that I be- 
lieve will be of interest to most 
readers. 

As recorded in an earlier part of 
this article, in the late 1970s Corniche 
demand exceeded supply, particularly 
in North America, so Rolls-Royce 
bought various properties in Hythe 
Road, adjacent to the Service Centre, 
to provide improved production facili- 
ties. At the same time, Aston Martin 
Lagonda in Newport Pagnell were 
going through lean times and many 
craftsmen were laid off. MWP recruit- 
ed many of Aston Martin’s excellent 
craftsmen and they commuted to and 
from Hythe Road in two Company 
subsidised private coaches. Some peo- 
ple were also recruited from the then 
British Leyland company. Amongst 
those recruited from Leyland were 
Brian McCappin (BMC) and Ken 
Stanley (KLS) who would be respons- 
ible for the painting and finishing 
operations. There were two other BL 
people who were Peter Sylvester (PS) 
known as ‘Top Cat’ after a cartoon 
character, foreman of the paint shop, 
and Tom Doonan (TD), a foreman on 
the finishing line. After the 1982 
downturn in sales and the many re- 
dundancies, BMC and KLS were 
transferred to Crewe to oversee the 
finishing operations there. 

In 1987 both BMC and KLS re- 
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turned to Mulliner Park Ward. BMC 
was now Managing Director and KLS 
became the Finishing Operations 
Manager. KLS, being rather short, 
wore shoes with built-up heels. His 
attire, though always immaculate, 
tended to be somewhat ‘loud’, with 
bright, large-patterned suits with 
bright red or yellow ties. He did not 
moderate his language no matter what 
company he was in. As is sometimes 
typical of a short person, he tended to 
throw his weight around and on many 
occasions threatened to ‘sack’ people. 
He ‘sacked’ one of his foremen three 
times in a day and was most surprised 
to see said foreman report for work 
the next day. The foreman said “I 
thought you were joking, I shall consult 
my shop steward”. “That won’t be nec- 
essary”, said KLS, “I just wanted to 
‘gee you up’”. 

KLS tried similar tactics on another 
one of his finishing line foremen, Tony 
Hunt (Hnt) who, like all the MPW fore- 
men, was ever helpful to the Quality 
and Engineering staff. Tony was a 
stocky, well-built man and, quite 
rightly, took umbrage at some of KLS’s 
remarks and bloodied his nose! KLS 
dismissed Hnt on the spot and Hnt 
left the scene shaking, realising what 
he had done, and made his way to the 
Trade Union Convenor’s office to re- 
port the incident. Within a very few 


minutes the whole of Hythe Road 
knew of the incident, the general opin- 
ion being that it served KLS right. Hnt 
was a firm but very popular colleague. 
The matter was resolved when Hnt 
gave a grudging apology to KLS and he 
kept his position 

On his return to MPW, BMC had 
taken stock of MPW’s situation. There 
were, by now, only a handful of 
Phantom VIs to be built. It had been 
established sometime before that 
there were only sufficient components 
to produce eleven of these magnificent 
cars and, even then, some new 
chassis frames would have to be man- 
ufactured. Although MPW’s craftsmen 
could continue to produce the 
Phantom VI coachwork, items such as 
the pressed steel floor, shock ab- 
sorbers, suspension and other mech- 
anical components were no longer 
available. One of the few items to be 
reproduced were the rear springs — 
albeit in modern section material, the 
original grooved material having been 
out of production for many years. 

BMC disliked the ‘sausage dog’ ex- 
tended cars which were much 
favoured in the United States and 
asked Bernard West (BW), MPW’s 
Chief Designer, to come up with a de- 
sign brief for a more elegant extended 
car. For BW who had joined MPW from 
Vanden Plas, where the Daimler 


Various wash renderings by Stan Constable — a freelance stylist who was engaged on several occasions by 
Mulliner Park Ward. Aithough they depict standard wheelbase models, MPW were thinking about the 
‘Mulliner Silver Spur’ at the time and some ideas were gleaned for that model. Pictures: Peter 


Goodall/Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd. 
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E ae sail : : ee 
The bodyshell for the prototype Touring Limousine showing the build trolley constructed with the aid of the MPW Metrology Department's Steifelmeyer coordinate 


measuring machine. The red painted part was inserted after the body was cut in two. Pictures this page from Peter Goodall/Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd. 


DS420 limousines and ‘running units’ 
for the building of hearses had been 
produced, this was to be an interest- 
ing excercise. BW and his team, whilst 
having to retain the Silver Spur body 
shape ahead of the windscreen and 
behind the backlight, had almost carte 
blanche for the area in between. Like 
BMC, BW also disliked the appear- 
ance of conversions like the extended 
Volvo and Mercedes and the then new 
Daimler XJ40 cars for the funeral and 
private hire trades. 

Whilst the Rolls-Royce-approved 
Robert Jankel Design-extended Silver 
Spur limousines in their different 
wheelbases had been a success, BMC 
wanted something rather special. 
Within the parameters mentioned 
above, BW and his team set to work 
and, within a short space of time, it 
became apparent that the normal 


The mock-up interior of the Touring Limousine ‘prototype 


‘stretch’ treatment would have to be 
avoided if a well-balanced design was 
to be achieved. 

What BW and his team came up 
with was a Silver Spur extended by 
twenty-four inches with the rear doors 
in the normal position, the extra inch- 
es being added between the ‘D’- and 
‘E’-Posts, allowing the fitting of a 
centre console in the rear compart- 
ment which might contain a tele- 
vision, music centre or cocktail 
cabinet, or any permutation of such 
features to the customer’s choice, with 
rearward-facing occasional seats. 

The major difference between 
MPW’s extended Silver Spur and its 
‘stretched’ counterparts was to be the 
completely new roof which was in- 
creased in height. 

All of MPW's major capital expendi- 
ture had to be approved by Crewe 


TEP 
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bodyshell’, showing the division (left) and audio and television equipment (right) 


who, naturally, requested that a full- 
sized mock-up be produced. (It was 
this bodyshell that Martin Bennett 
had noticed on his visit to MPW, as 
mentioned in Part 10 of this article.) 
To this end MPW made a request to 
Crewe for a Silver Spur Body In White 
and received a red-painted bodyshell 
with damaged right-hand front corner. 
Within a couple of days two of the PVI 
panelbeaters, Ray Nash and Dennis 
Lawes, had repaired the bodyshell to a 
standard which would enable the pro- 
ject to proceed. A few weeks later MPW 
had a visit from Chris Fleet(CJF) who 
was Crewe's liaison manager with 
bodyshell Pressed Steel 
Fisher and was also responsible for 
ensuring that any modifications to the 
PSF bodies complied with Rolls-Royce 
standards. CJF was most disappoint- 
ed that MPW had been given a dam- 


supplier 
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aged bodyshell for our project and, 
had he known, a new body would have 
been supplied. 

For this project another build line 
trolley would be required to support 
the body whilst it was cut in half and 
again to locate the two halves during 
assembly of the new centre section. 
The best of two trolleys was selected 
and our department assisted the tool 
room boys to adapt and extended it. 
This trolley was a fairly basic affair as 
time was of the essence and, in any 
case, the first body would be for view- 
ing with all new or modified items 
being hand crafted. 

The first stage of the project was to 
scribe a cutting line across the body 
which would then be cut in two using 
a plasma-are torch. It was realised 
that cutting a body which had been 
through the priming and painting 
processes at Crewe would create a lot 
of smoke and fumes, and this opera- 
tion was carried out in the yard. 
Crewe did MPW no favour in supply- 
ing us with this body as it had to be 
scuffed back to bare metal both sides 
at every welded joint — bodies painted 
in the Crewe’s new paint facility had 
tough base coats. 

As one would expect, everybody at 
MPW knew of this exciting new project 
and were all committed to its success. 
If ever there was a lesson in co- 
operation then this was it with every 
department except, obviously, the 
Body In White line being involved. 
Some even said it was just like the old 
coachbuilding days! BW and his team 
in conjunction with the woodmill pro- 
duced no end of plywood templates for 
the sheet metalworkers and panel- 
beaters to work from, initially starting 
with the floor and sill items before 
moving on to the cantrails, ‘D’-, ‘E’- 
and ‘F’-Posts. 

The foreman for this project was 
Vernon (‘Ginger’) Wright (VW) who had 
been in the trade all his working life 
and knew as much as anyone about 
Body In White construction, having 
worked on the BIW line for many 
years, eventually becoming foreman 
there. Two Managers, Special Projects 
were appointed to liaise with BW and 
VW and their teams and to oversee 
and co-ordinate the whole project — 
no easy task given the time con- 
straints. 

The first of these managers, Peter 
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Three-quarter front view of the ‘prototype bodyshell’ for the Touring Limousine project in the Crewe Styling 
Studio. Note that the body was presented on its build trolley — it had no mechanical components. For 


effect, PG borrowed four road wheels and tyres and propped them in the wheel arches. 


Goodall (PG), had been my colleague 
in Quality which, now that we had 
supplier quality assurane established 
was deemed no longer required. PG’s 
major task was to ensure that all facil- 
ities, templates and materials, etc. 
were available. The second Manager 
was Peter Hand {PEH) who would be 
responsible for obtaining from Crewe 
all non-mechanical production items 
used on the project. PEH would also 
be sourcing from outside suppliers the 
many items unique to this particular 
project, both he and PG had experi- 
ence in this field, having overseen the 
finishing of the Silver Spur IT Mulliner 
Park Ward cars. 

Initially the project proceeded slow- 
ly, in no small part due to the afore- 


mentioned difficulty in removing the 
body’s primer coats, especially in the 
sill and cantrail areas. Most of the ex- 
tension and panelling work was 
undertaken by Dennis Lawes who, 
like ‘Ginger’ Wright, had been in the 
trade all his working life and Ray Nash 
who joined MPW from Aston Martin. 
Ray was the most competent of panel- 
beaters but, woe betide if anything 
was wrong, and let it be known that 
he was less than happy with having to 
remove the anti-corrosion paint and 
wax inside of the sill sections by hand. 

Ray made his complaint on Wed- 
nesday and PG (ever a diplomat) had a 
chat with him and invited him and 
Dennis for a glass of wine the next 
day. Ray felt honoured and, together 


Three-quarter rear view, showing that the backlight (rear window) was smaller than that of a standard four- 


door car. Those quarter-scale styling models would be rather nice collector's items today! 


* 


with Dennis, enjoyed a couple of 
glasses of fine wine and a smoked 
salmon sandwich (provided by PEH). 
The problem with the body sills was 
heard of no more! 

Further problems arose when it 
was found that some sections of the 
body were not quite to drawing and, 
being unseen, had no detrimental 
effect to production the standard 
four-door bodies. Once the extensions 
to the floor, sills and cantrails were in 
place it was the turn of the panel- 
beaters to exercise their skills craft- 
ing, as they do, shapely works of art 
from pieces of sheet metal. 
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Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd publicity shot of the Touring limousine rear compartment. . 


I referred earlier to co-operation. 
Both Dennis and Ray had spent their 
lives in coachbuilding yet they were a 
generation apart. Dennis was used to 
the traditional methods, having start- 
ed with H.J. Mulliner at Chiswick in 
1949 and worked for MPW for many 
years producing Phantom V and VI 
coachwork from the wooden framed 
‘bucks’. At Aston Martin Lagonda, Ray 
was one of the team producing proto- 
type bodywork as well finishing pro- 
duction body panels. Between them, 
Dennis and Ray produced the huge 
roof, spending days wheeling, shrink- 
ing, stretching and welding variously 
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shaped pieces of metal until the roof 
looked just right. They produced the 
roof using plywood patterns ass- 
embled into a ‘matchbox’, effectively 
working upside-down. 

We had given technical support to 
both the design department and PG 
during the construction of the BIW 
and our involvement was complete. 
Well before this time PG and PEH had 
started to organise finishing comp- 
onents from the woodmill, veneer and 
finishing shops. When the body was 
finished it was shipped to Crewe’s 
styling studio to be viewed by the var- 
ious managers. The body received a 
better than expected reception, with a 
couple of MPW managers who had 
little to do with the project basking in 
reflected glory. When production was 
given the green light, one of the major 
problems was production of the roof. 
This huge one-piece pressing was 
eventually sourced at the Lebranchau 
corporation near Paris, where they 
were produced on an hydraulic press. 

Most ‘production’ examples of this 
model, introduced in the mid-1990s 
as the Rolls-Royce Touring Limousine, 
were built at Crewe after H.J. Mulliner 
Coachworks, as what remained of 
MPW had by then been renamed, was 
wound down and finally closed. 


To be continued 


2004 Centennial World Tour in Australia 


By Robin Hickman 


The Australian Federal Rally in 
2004 is being hosted by the Victoria 
Branch of the Rolls-Royce Owners’ 
Club of Australia, in the year celebrat- 
ing 100 years since the meeting of 
C.S. Rolls and F.H. Royce. This event 
will form part of the Centennial World 
Tour to celebrate this occasion. 

An exciting and comprehensive 
tour of Eastern Australia (with the 
help of the Club’s Branches in the 
Eastern States) has been planned, 
culminating in the Australian Federal 
Rally in Victoria. A colour brochure 
has been prepared, and we have 
arranged to have this sent out with 


the forthcoming issues of the 


American R.R.O.C. Inc. journal The 
Flying Lady and the R.R.E.C. Bulletin 
to their members around the world, to 
give prospective overseas participants 
ample time to plan a visit to Australia, 
with their cars, in 2004. These 
brochures are also being sent to over 
100 ‘expressions of interest’ received 
already, 
clubs. 
This brochure cordially invites 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley enthusiasts 
from around the world to join us in 
Australia, with a 
commencing at the Great Barrier Reef 
(whilst waiting for their cars to arrive 
in Brisbane), followed by an Over- 
lander down the East Coast to 
Melbourne for the Federal Rally. We 
expect up to 500 cars for this once-in- 


and to smaller overseas 


programme 


a-lifetime Rally, packed with unusual 
and interesting attractions. 

Leading event tour wholesaler, 
General Travel Australia (used by the 
Australian Grand Prix, Goodwill 
Games, etc.) have been appointed to 
provide all participants with profes- 
sional ground support services 
throughout the Australian tour. This 
will take the load off individual 
Branch members in Australia to cater 
for such large numbers and so much 
organisation with accommodation, 
venues, events and meals. The fees 
charges by General Travel Australia 
have already been offset by the very 
attractive rates negotiated for accom- 
modation and venues booked already, 
at prices agreed to be held firm for 
2004. f 


Sl 
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AROUND the REGISTERS 


Silver Wraith, Silver Dawn, Bentley Mk VI/R-type 


Many thanks to the 40 members who 
took the time to respond to the Register 
Survey that was mailed out with the last 
PRAECLARUM, and for the letters of en- 
couragement for a successful Register. 

The response included replies from 
every State including members in 
Tasmania and the Northern Territory, 
both of whom commented on their isola- 
tion from Club activities. Returns from 
South Australia, Queensland and Victoria 
were above the 18% overall return rate. 
All of this is encouraging, and indicates 
that the Register has the potential to fill 
an Australia-wide need of Club members. 

Most respondents were not deterred 
by the 5-page ‘exam paper’ and took the 
time needed to read through and enter 
the appropriate letter in the ‘need help’ 
and/or ‘willing to help’ column. 

The nature of help sought was wide 
ranging, from some members just want- 
ing a better understanding of selected 


subjects to a few indicating an interest in 
furthering their knowledge on almost 
every task listed. Quite a few already 
undertake, or wish to undertake, self- 
maintenance, and sought advice on spec- 
ified listed tasks. One or two additions to 
the list were suggested. 

Examples of common interest were 
monitering the car’s wellbeing, preserv- 
ing finishes, chassis lubrication, engine 
tuning, tyres, spare parts and almost all of 
the possible modifications listed. 

It is surprising (or not surprising?) that 
only two indicated any interest in ‘improv- 
ing driving skills’. What does this mean? 

The ‘willing to help’ responses ranged 
from offers to discuss experience gained 
in driving and owning the same car for 
many years and having to deal with the 
variety of problems that can occur, to 
those who have gained expertise through 
self-maintenance. This covered a large 
number of the listed tasks. All offers of 


Silver Shadow, Bentley T & Derivatives 


There would appear to be some mis- 
understanding of the réle of the Registers 
within the Club. Our Federal President, 
Fred, has provided me with the following 
summary: 

“The Registers have been formed by the 
Federal Council to allow a model group with- 
in the Club to focus on the benefits, attri- 
butes and problems associated with a 
particular model or group of models, to 
foster interest in those models and to provide 
a contact person within the Club who is iden- 
tifiably willing to discuss their common in- 
terest and pass on experience gained or, 
equally importantly, to suggest a contact who 
may be of assistance. Register communic- 
ation is to be through PRAECLARUM, with 


each Register hosting a ‘Register Day’ in the 
Club calendar.” 

In line with the above | am planning a 
Register Day for Friday May 3rd, 2002 at 
the Federal Rally in Coffs Harbour, hop- 
ing that this will benefit the maximum 
number of members. | am planning to 
have technical presentations and practical 
sessions. The details are being finalised at 
the time of going to press, and will be 
outlined in the December issue of 
PRAECLARUM. 

For members who are maintaining 
their own cars or are participating in 
their Branches’ self-help groups, | now 
have a network of parts and technical 
help people to help solve any problems 


Silver Spirit, Bentley Mulsanne & Derivatives 


The first event of the new Register 
catering for ‘Spirit, Mulsanne and Related 
Type’ cars (‘SMART’) was held over the 
weekend of September Ist & 2nd in 
Echuca, Victoria. 

This was very successful, with partici- 
pants given the opportunity to mix with 
fellow members who own similar type 
cars, enjoy the camaraderie and discuss 
relevant issues, as well as see a good 
cross section of eligible cars for this 


Register. 

As part of the programme, a Register 
meeting was held on the Saturday after- 
noon to discuss the many matters of 
mutual interest, after the Technical 
Session which looked at the technical 
changes through the model range. These 
included parts availability to and from 
members as well as assistance with infor- 
mation from the Company workshop 
manuals. 


assistance are greatly appreciated. 

Many of the subjects, where a better 
understanding or guidance in self-maint- 
enance was sought, have been well cov- 
ered in Rolls-Royce publications and/or 
in various Club magazines over the years. 
When J receive all Branch library lists we 
will be in a position to compare what lit- 
erature we have within the Club with 
what is available ‘world wide’, and even- 
tually what we need to complete a com- 
prehensive library on our cars, and how 
to make it available to Register members. 
This is quite a task, but as indicated earli- 
er | see it as a most important part of the 
Register’s activity. 

Finally, the 2002 Federal Rally at Coffs 
Harbour provides an opportunity for 
Register members to meet and to hold 
workshops on topics of common interest. 

Members who have not returned their 
Survey may still do so (before the end of 
October, please). 

Lloyd Missen, Registrar 


you may have. 

During my visit to the U.K. last month 
| raised the question of continuation of 
parts supply, and R.R.E.C. Spares 
Secretary Tony James told me that Rolls- 
Royce & Bentley Motor Cars Ltd 
(Crewe) have acquired the tooling etc. to 
continue supply. Owners should be con- 
fident and encouraged with the rapid 
progress of establishing the Bentley dist- 
ribution network throughout Australia. 

Finally, | welcome any suggestions or 
comments that you may have. Please 
contact me on 02-9580-1666 (‘phone & 
FAX), or by Email: 


silvershadowandbentleyregister@telstra.com 
John Begg, Registrar 


The meeting decided to hold the 
annual ‘SMART’ Meet about half-way 
between Federal Rallies, on the fourth 
Saturday/weekend in August each year. 

Also, Max Roberts (N.S.W.) joined 
Marilyn Stokes and Robin Hickman as 
Registrars of the group. 

A more detailed article, with pho- 
tographs, of this event will be submitted 
to the Editor of PRAECLARUM in time 
for the next edition. 


Robin Hickman, Registrar 
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Cars For Sale 


1911 Silver Ghost (2583) Peel tourer. Black. One 
of only 4 or 5 large radiator, 4-speed Continental 
London-Edinburgh chassis built after the 1912 
Austrian Alpine Trial and the forerunner of the 
model that became known as the “Alpine Eagle’. 
Fine period body, nice CAV lighting set including 
switchbox. New tyres. $510,000, Doug Bristow 
03-9899-699 | (w) 


1922 Silver Ghost (34YG) Waring Bros. 7-seater 
tourer. Originally midnight blue with nickel fittings 
and dark blue upholstery. Part dismantled and 
rather tired but 96% complete including all its own 
original numbered parts, original radiator, side- 
curtains, windscreen, cabinetwork, etc. - even the 
remains of the original upholstery as probably sat 
on by HRH The Duke of York during the 1925 
Royal Tour - and snailed aluminium instrument 
panel. 6-wheel equipment. Opportunity to acquire 
an original bodied Silver Ghost tourer at low cost. 
$95,000. Doug Bristow 03-9899-6991 (w) 


1923 Silver Ghost (26PK) sedanca de ville. Good 
appearance, needs painting for showroom finish. 
Mechanically excellent, last driven from Sydney to 
Adelaide. $230,000. Eric Rainsford 08-8379-3348 
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i 
1924 Silver Ghost (125AU) Hooper landaulette. 
Apparently jow-mileage 7-seater in superb condi- 
tion with lovely original coachwork - even better 
than a tourer for family outings or waving to one's 
subjects - could be used for next Royal visit! 4- 
wheel brakes. Chauffeur's cap included. $310,000 
or cash/swap. Doug Bristow 03-9899-699 | (w) 


1923 Twenty (59S7) Barker tourer. A superb orig- 
inal “barrel-sided’ tourer, regarded as the most 
desirable of bodies for the light, early 20 hp. 
chassis. Every detail correct, including rear Auster 
screen, fine instruments, 6-wheel equipment, lug- 
gage rack and Barker patent headlamp dipping sys- 
tem. Possibly the most desirable unrestored 20 h.p. 
in the country. Astute buyers recognise the inter- 
est and value of original coachwork over replica 
bodies. $82,000. Doug Bristow 03-9899-699 |} (w) 


Cars For Sale 


1929 Phantom Il (106XJ) Victor Broom. saloon. 
Black and Burgundy. $65,000. Roger Fry 
08-9397-7222 (w) 08-9397-794 | 


1935 20/25 (GBJ78) Thrupp & Maberly saloon. 
Lovely car, very pretty coachwork. Fine history and 
one owner since 1958. Recent McMillan repaint 
and engine work. May 2002 registration. Must sell 
due to illness. Asking $70,000 but any offer con- 
sidered, Joy Donald 02-9358-582| 


1948 Bentley Mk VI (B149DZ) original black with 
beige interior. Melbourne delivery to D. Speed, 
Toorak. Restoration nearly completed. Running 
chassis, engine overhauled, body repairs compiet- 
ed, requiring only paint and upholstery to finish. 
Tools, handbook, record of restoration work. 
$17,500 o.n.0. Gilbert Ralph 03-9807-4501 or 
041 8-54-8282 


1949 Silver Wraith (WDC47) Park Ward saloon. 
Australian delivery. Original papers. Paintwork fair, 
upholstery good. Unregistered but useable. 
$30,000. Norm Croswell 07-41 51-3040 


1949 Silver Dawn (SBA70). Needs work on paint 
and upholstery but useable and registered. 
$25,000. Norm Croswell 07-415 !-3040 


1950 Bentley Mk VI (B21 3jN) British Racing Green 
(faded in places). Very sound condition. Registered 
(NSM) OX-1950. Please fax or email for full 
details. $27,500. Julian Thirlwall O2-4888-4088 
Email: thirlwall@acenet.com 


1950 Silver Wraith (WHD6) HJ. Mulliner touring 
limousine. Electric division and electric windows. 
Goes very well but requires some cosmetic 
attention. Best value Silver Wraith in Australia. 
$30,000. Mick Rust 0418-91-5356 or Email: 
mjrust@linet.net.au 


Cars For Sale 


1958 Silver Wraith (HLW48) long wheelbase H,). 
Mulliner 7-passenger limousine. Commonwealth 
government Vice-regal and ‘Royal’ car until 1993. 
Pinnacle of the R-R range. Only 31 of this body de- 
sign built. Fitted with ‘police’ light, mount for royal 
standard, flag-masts, chauffeur’s handbook, R-R- 
installed air conditioning, extensive break-down kit, 
four extra tyres, fitted dust cover. 61,000 miles. 
Reg. no. RR-1958 (Vic.). A unique part of 
Australian motoring history. $120,000, Peter 
Habersberger 03-9576-0021 (w) 03-9827-3830 (h) 
0429-|14-8771| (mobile) pghabers@bigpond.com.au 


1967 Silver Shadow (CRH3486) H,. Mulliner, Park 
Ward two-door saloon. Cardinal Red, brown in- 
terior. Body/chassis bare metal rebuild 1992-93. 
Rebuilt engine driven |,500 miles. Virtually new 
Pirellis and battery. Suspension (Bilstein shock 
absorbers), steering, air conditioning, manifolding, 
electrics, ignition to Corniche standard. Sheepskin 
covers, Handbook, tools, etc. Work and servicing 
by RA. Chapman. For sale due to owner's age 
only. $55,000 neg, Bert Kaiser 03-9722-1! 666 


1971 Comiche (DRH10183) Mulliner Park Ward 
Convertible, Beautifully restored. Excellent condi- 
tion. $89,000. Renae Cooke 07-559 1-91 | | 


1972 Comiche (CRH14148) Mulliner Park Ward 
two-door saloon, Caribbean Blue with royal blue 
interior, Extensive restoration to body. Modern 
sound system. Excellent condition. Used daily. Fully 
maintained by Fritz Verbunt. $55,000. Evan 
Edwards 08-9296-4017 or 0419-9 1-8196 


1978 Comiche (DRH32489) Mulliner Park Ward 
Convertible. Willow Gold, brown hood and 
brown leather interior. Featured as Car of the 
Month, London & Derby, July 1997. 30,000 miles 
from new. Immaculate. $100,000. Fraser Scott 
07-5563-7607 (evenings) 
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Cars For Sale 


1975 Camargue (JRH17304) Mulliner Park Ward 
coupé. Larkspur Blue with beige hide interior. 
Rolls-Royce Motors Ltd Conduit Street ‘Trials’ car 
(demonstrator) as seen on the front cover of The 
Rolls-Royce Motor Car by Bird & Hallows (1975) 
edition). Excellent driving car, good paintwork and 
wood, Avon tyres, tools, etc. $95,000 neg. Mark 
Babidge 08-9364-8788 or FAX 08-9364-3458 


1979 Silver Wraith Il (LRH36157) Cardinal Red 
with black hide. Delivered new to HRH Princess 
Margaret. Immaculate condition. 55,000 miles. A 
superb proper motor car. $58,000 negotiable. 
Boyd Rasmussen 07-41 51-4067 


INFORMATION: Classified advertisements must 
be factual and accurate. Persons misrepresenting 


cars, parts or services will be denied further use of 


this space. Ads for cars for sale must include chassis 
number and asking price. Ads may be edited to 
optimise use of available space and to conform to 
a standard format, and may be rejected at the 
discretion of the Editor without discussion. 


D ADVERTISING 


Cars Wanted 


Wanted: Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor cars, pre- 
and post-war, any model up to and including Silver 
Clouds and S Series, any condition considered. 
Please contact Ray or lan at The Real Car Co., 
telephone (U.K.) +44-1248-600994 or Email: 
mail@realcar.co.uk 


Parts For Sale 


Oil, air and petrol filters at discount prices. 
Crosland “Best of British’ filters (as supplied to 
Rolls-Royce) for Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars 1947 
onwards. For example: oil filter for 1955-76 
models, $16.25 including GST. Degun Pty Ltd 
02-6032-9966, mobile: 0409-85-8438 or FAX: 
02-6032-9849 


Vast stock clearance due to upcoming move. 
Please ‘phone for any spare parts requirements. 
Neil McLean Automotives 08-9250-|400 or FAX 
08-9250- 1404 


Bentley S hubcaps x 2, original but need replating, 
$160 each; pair Silver Cloud/S tail-lights, reversing 
light, etc. available; Silver Cloud/S workshop 
manual, $180. Available in Sydney. B. Parkinson, 
Email: bwparkinson@hotmail.com 


Parts Wanted 


Wanted: tools for Silver Wraith (same as Bentley 
Mk VI/R-type and Silver Dawn). Sundry hand tools 
plus tyre pump, 3 x tyre levers, oil syringe and 
‘wander’ light with brackets. Neil Matthews 
03-9707-5225 


PHOTOGRAPHS: Good black & white or colour 
prints showing the lines of the car are suitable. 
*Front-on’ shots cannot be used. For photo return, 
please include stamped addressed envelope. 
DEALERS: Parties dealing in motor cars must, 
where required by law, quote their dealer's licence 
number and comply with ail other statutory 
requirements relating to their advertising. 


Parts Wanted 


Wanted: Martin & King coachbuilder’s identity sill- 
plate for Phantom |. David Vann 07-3865-3287 (w) 
07-3263-8572 (h) 07-3865-4822 (fax) 


Wanted: tool kit for 1933 Phantom Il. Doug 
Bristow 03-9899-699 | (w) 


Literature Wanted 


Wanted: any post-war James Young sales literature, 
brochures, leaflets, publicity material, etc. Martin 
Bennett 02-4829-7140 (‘phone & FAX) 


Services 


We overhaul: hydraulic accumulators, height 
control valves, and minimum pressure valves for 
Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow, T Series, Corniche etc. 
and Silver Spirit/Spur, Bentley Mulsanne etc. motor 
cars. We have specialised in Rolls-Royce hydraulics 
in the U.K. since 1979 and are now established in 
Australia. Our overhauled components are guaran~ 
teed for two years, unlimited milage. For example: 
Silver Shadow/Bentley T Series/Comiche/Camargue 
accumulator reconditioning, $295. Pleiades 
Automotive Hydraulics (Australia) PO. Box 40, 
Gayndah, Qld. 4625, ‘Phone/FAX 07-4161-2512 


Authorised Dealer for spare parts, servicing and 
mechanical repairs, all models. Three Year Factory 
Warranty on all post-war parts fitted by 
Authorised Dealer. 

McMillan Rolls-Royce & Bentley of Sydney 
02-9744-51 11 or FAX 02-9744-55 17 


COST: Ads are free to non-trade members. Non- 
members are charged $16.50 (inc. GST) for a non- 
commercial ad. of reasonable length. Trade ads at 
commercial rates. Photographs included free of 
charge to non-trade members. $16.50 (inc. GST) 
for others. Where applicable, cheques made 
payable to RRO. of Australia must accompany 
advertising copy. Send ads to the Editor at: 


‘Arcadia’, 177 Old South Road, Yarra, via Goulburn, N.S.W. 2580. ’Phone/FAX: 02-4829-7140. Email: editor@rroc.org.au 
Deadlines: 2!st of January, March, May, July, September, November. 


David Ekberg Pty Ltd 


Retailer of recent model Rolls-Royce & Bentley motor cars 


1994 
1991 
1990 
1988 
1978 
1974 
1974 
1965 
1951 


Other cars available. Please telephone 03 9533 8883 any time. 


Rolls-Royce Silver Spirit III (ASR54412) 
Bentley Mulsanne S (BSL32658) 

Rolls-Royce Silver Spirit II (ASL31487) 
Rolls-Royce Silver Spirit (ASJ24285) 
Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow II (SRH34294) 
Rolls-Royce Corniche Convertible (DRH17677) 
Bentley T Series (SBH19676) 

Bentley S3 (B344HN) 

Rolls-Royce Silver Wraith (WHD77) 


Ming Blue 
Light Oyster 
Cotswold Beige 
Silver 
Caribbean Blue 
Cardinal Red 
Smoke Green 
Dawn Blue 
Dark green 


$143,888 
$93,888 
$88,888 
$73,888 
$43,888 
$63,888 
$23,888 
$63,888 
$63,888 


LMCT 9000 


Now, the Yanks’ 
Best Kept Secret 
of 30 Years 
Revealeal! 


3 INC. 
2028 Cotner Avenue 
Los Angeles, Callfornia 90025 USA 


Tel. 310-473-7773 


Fax. 310-479-1197 


World's most complete stock of 
used post-war (1946-96) Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley spares. 


Virtually everything on hand, immedi 
-ately availiable, and at reasonable 


Knowledgeable assistance and 
personal service always. 


¢ Restoration candidates and drivable RHD 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars avaliable. 

* UPS, Alr and Mall Shipments Dally. 

° Phone Calls or Fax Preferred. 


VETERAN VINTAGE & CLASSIC 
VEHICLE INSURANCE 


When it comes to Insurance, 
we'll take as much care of 
your Rolls Royce or Bentley 


as you do! 


e Agreed Value 
¢ Competitive Premiums 
¢ Retention of Wreck 
¢ Repairer of Your Choice 


Includes NRMA Plus benefits with every policy. 


Coverage Throughout Australia 


1800 646 605 


NRMA Insurance Limited ACN 000 016 722 
388 George Street Sydney 2000 


3810 PRALCCLARVM 


Display Advertising 

If your business is associated with Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley motor cars, or if you are offering that special 
car for sale, you could benefit from the impact of a 
display advertisement in PRAECLARUM, your Club’s 
national magazine that goes to all members of all 
Branches of the Club Australia-wide, as well as to 
members and subscribers in a number of other 
countries. 

Your advertisement may be submitted in electronic 
or camera-ready form, or it can be typeset and laid 
out to your requirements on the Club’s computer 
system as a free service. Compare these highly 
competitive and economical GST-inclusive rates 
(colour extra): 


Size: Cost per issue: 
Full Page - $451 
Half Page - $253 


Quarter Page - $143 


To enquire or book space, please contact: 
Martin Bennett, 
‘Arcadia’, 177 Old South Road, 
Yarra via Goulburn, 
New South Wales 2580 
’Phone/FAX: 02-4829-7140 


TREAT YOUR 
CAR WELL... 


It was not given tO YOU .....000 


It was lent to you by the next owner. 


Parts, Repairs Essential & Preventative 


TOM JOHNSTON MOTORS 
Pty Ltd 
13 Stirling St. Thebarton S.A. 5031 
Tel. 08 8234 5600, Fax 08 8234 5607 
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Shannons Insurance has been insuring veteran. vintage and classic vehicle enthusiasts since 1970 and has developed a 


great insurance package at a very competitive price 

@ Agreed value. If the car is a total Joss you will receive 
the full sum it is insured for. 

W@ You have the option to choose your own repairer 


MM In the event of total loss you will have automatic re- 
tention of the wreck. depending on the policy 


No blame = No excess 
i Laid up cover for vehicles being restored or repaired 
i Free windscreen — one per year without excess 


i Personal belongings and tools up to the value of $400 
— subject to excess 


BHRHRBRHBRHEHER HEHEHE HBR HRB BRR BEB HR RRR eR eR eR eee ee ee 2 ee 
FOR A SPECIAL QUOTE CALL 1300 139 006 www-.shannons.com.au 


Add an air of distinction and refinement to your classic car 
with Lmarr discs. 


The convenience of our discs cannot be underestimated: 
¢ eliminates the lengthy cleaning process 
¢ helps protect the chassis and brake mechanism 
¢ comes with everything needed for installation. 


Over 55 discs available in stock such as: Alfa, Bentley, 
Cord, Delage, Delahaye, Early Ford (wire wheel), Issoti- 
Fraschini, Jaguar, Hispano-Suiza, Lagonda, Lincoln, 


ACHIEVE PERFECTION! 


Choose Lmarr custom wheel discs for that “ciassic look.” 


Rolls Royce, Talbot, Voisin, and we can custom produce 
discs for almost any car. 


We fit wheel sizes 15” to 23”, and can also fit to some 15” 
and 16” bolt on steel wheels. 


LMARR DISK LTD. 


P 0 Box 910, Glen Ellen, CA 95442 -O910 USA 
Tel: (707) 938-9347 Fax: (707) 938-3020 
E-Mail: imarr@attglobal.net; Website: www.imarr.com 


ROLLS-ROYCE & BENTLEY OF SYDNEY 


Official Sales Dealer, Parts, Service and Coachwork Centre 


“Quality is never an accident; it is always the result of high intention, sincere 
effort, intelligent direction and skilful execution. It represents the wise choice 
of many alternatives” 

Willa A. Foster 


The recognition of quality is not achieved overnight; a reputation for it is something which takes many 
years to earn. Over the past 16 years Brian McMillan has, by his own perfectionism, reached the pinnacle 
of acceptance in his appointment as sole N.S.W. and A.C.T. Distributor for Rolls-Royce & Bentley motor 
cars. The Company recognises the McMillan quality which has been certified by the many satisfied 
customers and the long list of concours trophies won by owners of McMillan refurbished and restored 
motor cars. The same standard of quality is now available for servicing the full range of Company cars and 
the provision of Factory Warranty spare parts, to complement the sale of new and pre-owned models. 


19-27 Regatta Road, Five Dock, Canada Bay, N.S.W. 2046 
Telephone: 02 9744 5111 FAX: 02 9744 5517 


Email: mcmillanprestige@bigpond.com.au 
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